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China's spectacular economic growth over the past two decades has dramatically depleted the country's
natural resources and produced skyrocketing rates of pollution. Environmental degradation in China has also
contributed to significant public health problems, mass migration, economic loss, and social unrest. In The
River Runs Black, Elizabeth C. Economy examines China's growing environmental crisis and its implications
for the country's future development.

Drawing on historical research, case studies, and interviews with officials, scholars, and activists in China,
Economy traces the economic and political roots of China's environmental challenge and the evolution of the
leadership's response. She argues that China's current approach to environmental protection mirrors the one
embraced for economic development: devolving authority to local officials, opening the door to private
actors, and inviting participation from the international community, while retaining only weak central
control.

The result has been a patchwork of environmental protection in which a few wealthy regions with strong
leaders and international ties improve their local environments, while most of the country continues to
deteriorate, sometimes suffering irrevocable damage. Economy compares China's response with the
experience of other societies and sketches out several possible futures for the country.

This second edition of The River Runs Black is updated with information about events between 2005 and
2009, covering China's tumultuous transformation of its economy and its landscape as it deals with the
political implications of this behavior as viewed by an international community ever more concerned about
climate change and dwindling energy resources.
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From reader reviews:

Keisha Kent:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The River Runs Black: The
Environmental Challenge to China's Future (Council on Foreign Relations Books (Cornell University)). All
type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Rolando Gil:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own
reader with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they
write about the information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this The
River Runs Black: The Environmental Challenge to China's Future (Council on Foreign Relations Books
(Cornell University)).

Florence Nguyen:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to
reading. Some people likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and The River Runs
Black: The Environmental Challenge to China's Future (Council on Foreign Relations Books (Cornell
University)) or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book,
you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially.
Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other
book likes The River Runs Black: The Environmental Challenge to China's Future (Council on Foreign
Relations Books (Cornell University)) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like
this.

Virginia Kang:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know
that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,



except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book. Numerous
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually The River Runs Black: The
Environmental Challenge to China's Future (Council on Foreign Relations Books (Cornell University)).
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