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George Perle takes us into the composer's workshop as he reevaluates what we call "twentieth-century
music"—a term used to refer to new or modern or contemporary music that represents a radical break from
the tonal tradition, or "common practice," of the preceding three centuries. He proposes that this music, in
the course of breaking with the tonal tradition, presents coherent and definable elements of a new tradition.
In spite of the disparity in their styles, idioms, and compositional methods, he argues, what unites Scriabin,
Stravinsky, Bartók, and the Viennese circle (Schoenberg, Berg, and Webern) is more important than what
separates them.

If we are to understand the connections among these mainstream composers, we also have to understand
their connections with the past. Through an extraordinarily comprehensive analysis of a single piece by
Varèse, Density 21.5 for unaccompanied flute, Perle shows how these composers refer not only to their
contemporaries but also to Wagner, Debussy, and Beethoven.

Perle isolates the years 1909-10 as the moment of revolutionary transformation in the foundational premises
of our musical language. He asks: What are the implications of this revolution, not only for the composer,
but also for the listener? What are the consequences for the theory and teaching of music today? In his highly
original answers, Perle relates the role of intuition in the listening experience to its role in the compositional
process.

Perle asserts that the post-Schoenbergian serialists have preoccupied themselves with secondary and
superficial aspects of Schoenberg's twelve-tone method that have led it to a dead end but he also exposes the
speciousness of current alternatives such as chance music, minimalism, and the so-called return to tonality.
He offers a new and more comprehensive definition of "twelve-tone music" and firmly rejects the notion that
accessibility to the new music is reserved for a special class of elite listeners.
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From reader reviews:

Carmen Fields:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind
of reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy
read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual The Listening Composer is kind of
publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Leon Moses:

This book untitled The Listening Composer to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that
is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in the
book retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no
reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Kurt Rose:

The Listening Composer can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving
his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Listening Composer nevertheless
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe
you can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial
imagining.

Melissa Fernandez:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book The Listening Composer was colorful and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book The Listening Composer has many kinds or style. Start from kids
until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and
unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that will.
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