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In Ruling the Root, Milton Mueller uses the theoretical framework of institutional economics to analyze the
global policy and governance problems created by the assignment of Internet domain names and addresses.
"The root" is the top of the domain name hierarchy and the Internet address space. It is the only point of
centralized control in what is otherwise a distributed and voluntaristic network of networks. Both domain
names and IP numbers are valuable resources, and their assignment on a coordinated basis is essential to the
technical operation of the Internet. Mueller explains how control of the root is being leveraged to control the
Internet itself in such key areas as trademark and copyright protection, surveillance of users, content
regulation, and regulation of the domain name supply industry.

Control of the root originally resided in an informally organized technical elite comprised mostly of
American computer scientists. As the Internet became commercialized and domain name registration became
a profitable business, a six-year struggle over property rights and the control of the root broke out among
Internet technologists, business and intellectual property interests, international organizations, national
governments, and advocates of individual rights. By the late 1990s, it was apparent that only a new
international institution could resolve conflicts among the factions in the domain name wars. Mueller
recounts the fascinating process that led to the formation of a new international regime around ICANN, the
Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers. In the process, he shows how the vaunted freedom
and openness of the Internet is being diminished by the institutionalization of the root.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Stanley:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read the
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire day to
reading a e-book. The book Ruling the Root: Internet Governance and the Taming of Cyberspace (MIT
Press) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They were
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly
but this book offers high quality.

Lisa Haight:

Why? Because this Ruling the Root: Internet Governance and the Taming of Cyberspace (MIT Press) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
awesome way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey
the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will
go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Charlie Hartman:

Ruling the Root: Internet Governance and the Taming of Cyberspace (MIT Press) can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in
writing Ruling the Root: Internet Governance and the Taming of Cyberspace (MIT Press) although doesn't
forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial considering.

April Cotton:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Ruling the Root: Internet Governance and the Taming of
Cyberspace (MIT Press) was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Ruling the
Root: Internet Governance and the Taming of Cyberspace (MIT Press) has many kinds or category. Start
from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the



character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy,
fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.
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