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At the very beginnings of the Archaic Age, the great singer Orpheus taught a new religion that centered
around the immortality of the human soul and its journey after death. He felt that achieving purity by
avoiding meat and refraining from committing harm further promoted the pursuit of a peaceful life. Elements
of the worship of Dionysus, such as shape-shifting and ritualistic ecstasy, were fused with Orphic beliefs to
produce a powerful and illuminating new religion that found expression in the mystery cults. Practitioners of
this new religion composed a great body of poetry, much of which is translated in The Orphic Hymns.

The hymns presented in this book were anonymously composed somewhere in Asia Minor, most likely in the
middle of the third century AD. At this turbulent time, the Hellenic past was fighting for its survival, while
the new Christian faith was spreading everywhere. The Orphic Hymns thus reflect a pious spirituality in the
form of traditional literary conventions. The hymns themselves are devoted to specific divinities as well as to
cosmic elements. Prefaced with offerings, strings of epithets invoke the various attributes of the divinity and
prayers ask for peace and health to the initiate. Apostolos N. Athanassakis and Benjamin M. Wolkow have
produced an accurate and elegant translation accompanied by rich commentary.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Tuttle:

This The Orphic Hymns: Text, Translation and Notes book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This
particular The Orphic Hymns: Text, Translation and Notes without we understand teach the one who reading
through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Orphic Hymns: Text,
Translation and Notes can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full
because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Orphic Hymns: Text,
Translation and Notes having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Esta Banks:

Here thing why this The Orphic Hymns: Text, Translation and Notes are different and reliable to be yours.
First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content than it which is the content is as yummy as
food or not. The Orphic Hymns: Text, Translation and Notes giving you information deeper and in different
ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication that similar with The Orphic Hymns: Text,
Translation and Notes. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that
will happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the
published book maybe the form of The Orphic Hymns: Text, Translation and Notes in e-book can be your
option.

Donald Worsley:

The e-book with title The Orphic Hymns: Text, Translation and Notes has lot of information that you can
find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to
know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you within new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Rosa Rodriguez:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This particular The Orphic Hymns: Text, Translation and Notes
can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't
and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make
you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Orphic Hymns: Text, Translation and
Notes.
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