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Guido Cavalcanti (d. 1300) is one of the greatest Italian poets of all time. His legacy consists of some fifty
poems, of which his canzone on the nature of love, Donna me prega (A lady asks me) is the most famously
difficult and complex. The poem isimportant not only because it sheds light on fundamental intellectual
debates during the time of Dante, but aso because of its influence on generations of poets and philosophers.
In this study, Maria Luisa Ardizzone sets Donna me prega in an entirely new light - first, by examining its
role in Cavalcanti's poetic practice, and second, by placing it in the context of ancient and medieval science
and philosophy. The book deals with issues that are part of the intellectual history of Europe in the thirteenth
century. Cavalcanti's work is interpreted by reconstructing the debate of ideasin which it partecipates, and
the new model of poetry devised by Cavalcanti is one of the subjects of this book.

For Cavalcanti, as for Dante, Aristotle was a master. But unlike Dante, who followed a more orthodox
interpretation of Aristotle'stext, Cavalcanti preferred the Aristotelianism which derived from the Arabic
commentator Averroes, whose approach was responsible for introducing aradical rereading of Aristotle
incompatible with basic tenets of the Christian faith. In this alternative view, human desires and difficulties
were resolved not through theology but through biology, natural philosophy, and medicine. While other
scholars have noted Cavalcanti's Averroism, Ardizzone isthefirst to analyse it in light of sciences such as
optics or logic, focusing on new issues of intellectual debate of Cavalcanti'stime, as, for instance, the
medieval theory of matter.
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From reader reviews:
Edna Bar nett:

In other case, little people like to read book Guido Cavalcanti: The Other Middle Ages (Toronto Italian
Studies). Y ou can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important any book Guido Cavalcanti: The Other Middle Ages (Toronto Italian Studies). You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About ssmple
factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open abook aswell as
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's go through.

Jacob Hill:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Guido Cavalcanti: The Other Middle Ages (Toronto Italian Studies) book is readable by
simply you who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The
writer associated with Guido Cavalcanti: The Other Middle Ages (Toronto Italian Studies) content conveys
the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it
just different asit. So, do you still thinking Guido Cavalcanti: The Other Middle Ages (Toronto Italian
Studies) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Joan Ortega:

The knowledge that you get from Guido Cavalcanti: The Other Middle Ages (Toronto Italian Studies) will
be the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading
it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Guido Cavalcanti: The Other Middle Ages (Toronto
Italian Studies) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveystheir point in particular
way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-known
enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then
can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this
Guido Cavalcanti: The Other Middle Ages (Toronto Italian Studies) instantly.

Christopher Wilker son:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Guido Cavalcanti: The Other
Middle Ages (Toronto Italian Studies) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's



observe.
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