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There is no question that European colonization introduced smallpox, measles, and other infectious diseases
to the Americas, causing considerable harm and death to indigenous peoples. But though these diseases were
devastating, their impact has been widely exaggerated. Warfare, enslavement, land expropriation, removals,
erasure of identity, and other factors undermined Native populations. These factors worked in a deadly cabal
with germs to cause epidemics, exacerbate mortality, and curtail population recovery.

Beyond Germs: Native Depopulation in North America challenges the “virgin soil” hypothesis that was used
for decades to explain the decimation of the indigenous people of North America. This hypothesis argues
that the massive depopulation of the New World was caused primarily by diseases brought by European
colonists that infected Native populations lacking immunity to foreign pathogens. In Beyond Germs,
contributors expertly argue that blaming germs lets Europeans off the hook for the enormous number of
Native American deaths that occurred after 1492.

Archaeologists, anthropologists, and historians come together in this cutting-edge volume to report a wide
variety of other factors in the decline in the indigenous population, including genocide, forced labor, and
population dislocation. These factors led to what the editors describe in their introduction as “systemic
structural violence” on the Native populations of North America.

While we may never know the full extent of Native depopulation during the colonial period because the
evidence available for indigenous communities is notoriously slim and problematic, what is certain is that a
generation of scholars has significantly overemphasized disease as the cause of depopulation and has
downplayed the active role of Europeans in inciting wars, destroying livelihoods, and erasing identities.
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From reader reviews:

George Nygaard:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Beyond Germs: Native
Depopulation in North America (Amerind Studies in Archaeology) book as beginner and daily reading book.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Daniel McCullough:

Here thing why this specific Beyond Germs: Native Depopulation in North America (Amerind Studies in
Archaeology) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nevertheless it
depends in the content of it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Beyond Germs: Native
Depopulation in North America (Amerind Studies in Archaeology) giving you information deeper and
different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no e-book that similar with Beyond Germs:
Native Depopulation in North America (Amerind Studies in Archaeology). It gives you thrill reading through
journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can be
happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your means home
by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Beyond Germs:
Native Depopulation in North America (Amerind Studies in Archaeology) in e-book can be your alternate.

Gerald Morin:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a book. The book Beyond Germs: Native Depopulation in North America (Amerind Studies in
Archaeology) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks
were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can
buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not
too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Ella Norman:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that.
What you should do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books.



Among the books in the top record in your reading list is definitely Beyond Germs: Native Depopulation in
North America (Amerind Studies in Archaeology). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry
Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get
many advantages.
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