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American Film History: Selected Readings, Origins to 1960
This authoritative collection of introductory and specialized readings explores the rich and innovative history
of this period in American cinema. Spanning an essential range of subjects from the early 1900s Nickelodeon
to the decline of the studio system in the 1960s, it combines a broad historical context with careful readings
of individual films.

Charts the rise of film in early twentieth-century America from its origins to 1960, exploring mainstream●

trends and developments, along with topics often relegated to the margins of standard film histories
Covers diverse issues ranging from silent film and its iconic figures such as Charlie Chaplin, to the coming●

of sound and the rise of film genres, studio moguls, and, later, the Production Code and Cold War Blacklist
Designed with both students and scholars in mind: each section opens with an historical overview and●

includes chapters that provide close, careful readings of individual films clustered around specific topics
Accessibly structured by historical period, offering valuable cultural, social, and political contexts●

Contains careful, close analysis of key filmmakers and films from the era including D.W. Griffith, Charles●

Chaplin, Buster Keaton, Erich von Stroheim, Cecil B. DeMille, Don Juan, The Jazz Singer, I Am a Fugitive
from a Chain Gang, Scarface, Red Dust, Glorifying the American Girl, Meet Me in St. Louis, Citizen Kane,
Bambi, Frank Capra’s Why We Fight series, The Strange Love of Martha Ivers, Rebel Without a Cause,
Force of Evil, and selected American avant-garde and underground films, among many others.
Additional online resources such as sample syllabi, which include suggested readings and filmographies for●

both general specialized courses, will be available online.
May be used alongside American Film History: Selected Readings, 1960 to the Present, to provide an●

authoritative study of American cinema through the new millennium
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From reader reviews:

Gertrude Call:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and important the book American Film History: Selected Readings,
Origins to 1960. All type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet methods or
other social media.

Deanna Christianson:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important normally. The book American Film History: Selected Readings, Origins to
1960 has been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It
is rather advantages for you. The guide American Film History: Selected Readings, Origins to 1960 is not
only giving you far more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can
spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book American
Film History: Selected Readings, Origins to 1960. You never truly feel lose out for everything in the event
you read some books.

James Murray:

The book untitled American Film History: Selected Readings, Origins to 1960 is the guide that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person.
The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot
of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of American Film History: Selected Readings, Origins to 1960 from
the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Gabriel Harris:

American Film History: Selected Readings, Origins to 1960 can be one of your basic books that are good
idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase
your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing American Film
History: Selected Readings, Origins to 1960 although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the
hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information
could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.
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