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While Carlo Collodi's internationally revered Pinocchio may not have been the single source of the
modernist fascination with puppets and marionettes, the book's appearance on the threshold of the modernist
movement heralded a new artistic interest in the making of human likenesses. And the puppets, marionettes,
and other forms that figure so vividly and provocatively in modernist and avant-garde drama can, according
to Harold Segel, be regarded as Pinocchio's progeny.

Segel argues that the philosophical, social, and artistic proclivities of the modernist movement converged in
the discovery of an exciting new relevance in the puppet and marionette. Previously viewed as entertainment
for children and fairground audiences, puppets emerged as an integral component of the modernist vision.
They became metaphors for human helplessness in the face of powerful forces?from Eros and the
supernatural to history, industrial society, and national myth. Dramatists used them to satirize the tyranny of
bourgeois custom and convention, to deflate the arrogance of the powerful, and to breathe new life into a
theater that had become tradition-bound and commercialized.

Pinocchio's Progeny offers a broad overview of the uses of these figures in European drama from 1890 to
1935. It considers developments in France, Spain, Italy, Austria, Germany, Sweden, Russia, Poland and
Czechoslovakia. In his introduction, Segel reviews the premodernist literary and dramatic treatment of the
puppet and marionette from Cervantes' Don Quixote to the turn-of-the- century European cabaret. His
epilogue considers the appearance of puppets and marionettes in postmodern European and American drama
by examining works by such dramatists as Jean-Claude Van Itallie, Heiner Müller, and Tadeusz Kantor.
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From reader reviews:

Melvin Loch:

This Pinocchio's Progeny: Puppets, Marionettes, Automatons, and Robots in Modernist and Avant-Garde
Drama (PAJ Books) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit
you get by reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This Pinocchio's Progeny:
Puppets, Marionettes, Automatons, and Robots in Modernist and Avant-Garde Drama (PAJ Books) without
we comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't
become worry Pinocchio's Progeny: Puppets, Marionettes, Automatons, and Robots in Modernist and Avant-
Garde Drama (PAJ Books) can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full
because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Pinocchio's Progeny: Puppets,
Marionettes, Automatons, and Robots in Modernist and Avant-Garde Drama (PAJ Books) having great
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Shelly Gomes:

Often the book Pinocchio's Progeny: Puppets, Marionettes, Automatons, and Robots in Modernist and
Avant-Garde Drama (PAJ Books) will bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to
explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The
book Pinocchio's Progeny: Puppets, Marionettes, Automatons, and Robots in Modernist and Avant-Garde
Drama (PAJ Books) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web
site, so you can easier to read the book.

Austin Lawrence:

The guide untitled Pinocchio's Progeny: Puppets, Marionettes, Automatons, and Robots in Modernist and
Avant-Garde Drama (PAJ Books) is the publication that recommended to you to read. You can see the
quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person. The language that creator use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of study when write the book, and so the information
that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Pinocchio's Progeny: Puppets,
Marionettes, Automatons, and Robots in Modernist and Avant-Garde Drama (PAJ Books) from the publisher
to make you much more enjoy free time.

Lawrence Caulfield:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
Pinocchio's Progeny: Puppets, Marionettes, Automatons, and Robots in Modernist and Avant-Garde Drama
(PAJ Books) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe
unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become
one web form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get before. The Pinocchio's Progeny:



Puppets, Marionettes, Automatons, and Robots in Modernist and Avant-Garde Drama (PAJ Books) giving
you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better
life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to
be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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