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John Gerard's 'Of the Historie of Plants', better known as 'Gerard's Herball' and first published in 1597, is one
of the most delightful of Elizabethan herbals. Its glorious prose, the folk-lore steeping its pages, and all its
quaint conceits about the "Vertues" of herbs, are known by reputation the world over. This is partly because
no book on flowers or trees can be written without quotations from his glowing pages, but mainly because
the work has won an unchallenged place of honour as the most delightful, fragrant, and refreshing of all old-
time herbals, as it is by far the most amusing. When reading Gerard we are wandering in the peace of an
Elizabethan garden, with a companion who has a story for every flower and is full of wise philosophies. He
inspires us with his own simple faith in the healing virtues of herbs: we must agree that 'sweet Marjoram is
good for those who are given to over-much sighing', that 'the smell of Basil is good for the heart, takes away
sorrowfulness and makes a man merry and glad', and that Borage 'brings alwaies courage'. Gerard was born
in Nantwich in 1545. The original edition is a huge book, with more than 1600 pages, so for this edition,
working from the enlarged and amended edition of 1636 by Thomas Johnson, Marcus Woodward has
extracted the essential essence of the book, preserving all that is most precious. No word has been altered,
though all that is tedious or gross has been omitted. The book contains descriptions of nearly 200 plants, with
details of their habitats, alternative names, and culinary and medical uses, and is illustrated with 114
woodcuts. Unlike other modern reprints of the 1927edition, this edition is reproduced full size in a sturdy
laminated boards binding.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Griffin:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while
is reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular Gerard's
Herball book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Denise Swann:

The book Gerard's Herball has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write
this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

William McNeill:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need more time to
be read. Gerard's Herball can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those
short time problems.

Jeffrey Price:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Gerard's Herball to make your own reading is
interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose
very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the guide
Gerard's Herball can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information
must you're doing of the time.
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