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The Hebrew Bible, or the Old Testament (as Christians know it), purports to describe the origins of Judaism
and is the basis of the entire Judeo-Christian tradition. Its thirty-nine books recount events that allegedly took
place in the distant past, during time periods not only far removed from our contemporary world, but also far
removed from the date of the earliest written records. Outside of sheer faith, how can people living today
evaluate the accuracy of these ancient records? How can we know what really happened two or three
thousand years ago?
One answer is the historical method, which is based on the scientific method and, like archaeology, aims at a
reasoned and reasonable reconstruction of events from long ago. In this readable, engaging introduction to
the Old Testament, veteran biblical scholar Arthur J. Bellinzoni shows the lay reader how the field of biblical
scholarship uses the historical method to understand biblical texts. After explaining the methodological
principles involved in the scholarly study of the Bible, Bellinzoni delves into the following key areas of Old
Testament studies:

• Primordial and patriarchal history
• The exodus from Egypt
• The conquest and entrenchment of Canaan
• The establishment of the united monarchy
• The role and function of prophecy
• The fall of northern Israel and southern Judah
• The restoration in Jerusalem under the priestly hierarchy
• The problematic issues involved in trying to establish the original text of the Hebrew Bible

Complete with illuminating diagrams and maps, this lucidly written, fact-filled work will enlighten and
inform both longtime readers of the Bible and those largely unfamiliar with its contents.
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From reader reviews:

Adrian White:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem
as well as exercise. Well, probably you should have this Old Testament: An Introduction to Biblical
Scholarship.

Michelle Labat:

This Old Testament: An Introduction to Biblical Scholarship usually are reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The reason why of this Old Testament: An Introduction to Biblical
Scholarship can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed you with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book
will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed
kinds. Beside that this Old Testament: An Introduction to Biblical Scholarship forcing you to have an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Abel Cooke:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
study a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The Old
Testament: An Introduction to Biblical Scholarship will give you a new experience in reading through a
book.

John Flores:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
you also know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Old
Testament: An Introduction to Biblical Scholarship.
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