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Numinous Awareness Is Never Dark examines the issue of whether enlightenment in Zen Buddhism is
sudden or gradual?that is, something intrinsic to the mind that is achieved in a sudden flash of insight or
something extrinsic to it that must be developed through a sequential series of practices. This
“sudden/gradual issue” was one of the crucial debates that helped forge the Zen school in East Asia, and the
Korean Zen master Chinul’s (1158–1210) magnum opus, Excerpts, offers one of the most thorough
treatments of it in all of premodern Buddhist literature. According to Chinul’s analysis, enlightenment is both
sudden and gradual. Zen practice must begin with a sudden awakening to the “numinous awareness”?the
“sentience,” or buddha-nature?that is inherent in all “sentient” beings. Such an awareness does not need to be
developed but must simply be recognized (or better “re-cognized”), through the unmediated experience of
insight. Even after this initial awakening, however, deeply engrained proclivities of thought and conduct may
continue to disturb the practitioner; these can only be removed gradually as his or her practice matures.
Chinul’s “sudden awakening/gradual cultivation” soteriology became emblematic of the Buddhist tradition
in Korea.
Excerpts, translated here in its entirety by the preeminent Western specialist in the Korean Buddhist
tradition, goes on to examine Chinul’s treatments of many of the quintessential practices of Zen Buddhism,
including nonconceptualization, or no-thought, and the concurrent development of meditation and wisdom,
as well as, for the first time in Korean Zen, “examining meditative topics” (kanhwa S?n)?what we in the
West know better as k?ans, after its later Japanese analogues. Fitting this new technique into his preferred
soteriological schema of sudden awakening/gradual cultivation was no simple task for Chinul.
Numinous Awareness Is Never Dark offers an extensive study of the contours of the sudden/gradual debate
in Buddhist thought and practice and traces the influence of Chinul’s analysis of this issue throughout the
history of the Korean tradition. Copiously annotated, the work contains extensive selections from the two
traditional Korean commentaries to the text. In Buswell’s treatment, Chinul’s Excerpts emerges as the single
most influential work written by a Korean Buddhist author.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Killgore:

The book Numinous Awareness Is Never Dark: The Korean Buddhist Master Chinul's Excerpts on Zen
Practice (Korean Classics Library: Philosophy and Religion) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You
need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Numinous
Awareness Is Never Dark: The Korean Buddhist Master Chinul's Excerpts on Zen Practice (Korean Classics
Library: Philosophy and Religion) to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and
read a guide Numinous Awareness Is Never Dark: The Korean Buddhist Master Chinul's Excerpts on Zen
Practice (Korean Classics Library: Philosophy and Religion). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Mary Haskell:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Numinous Awareness Is Never Dark:
The Korean Buddhist Master Chinul's Excerpts on Zen Practice (Korean Classics Library: Philosophy and
Religion), it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind
of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as
reading friends.

Eli Benton:

The book untitled Numinous Awareness Is Never Dark: The Korean Buddhist Master Chinul's Excerpts on
Zen Practice (Korean Classics Library: Philosophy and Religion) contain a lot of information on that. The
writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely
not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the
new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue reading your
smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.

Wayne Queen:

You can spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Numinous Awareness Is Never Dark: The
Korean Buddhist Master Chinul's Excerpts on Zen Practice (Korean Classics Library: Philosophy and
Religion) is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you
did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to



read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.
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