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Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, founded in 1936, is one of the largest and most influential architecture firms in
the world. SOM has long been known for innovation, experimentation, design excellence, and technical
mastery, for an abiding interest in the contributions that buildings can make to the life of cities, and for a
collaborative approach that extends to all aspects of the design and construction processes. This volume,
which presents work from the 1970s and early 1980s, reproduces a monograph first published in 1983.

SOM’s growth as a large architectural firm began almost fifty years ago. By 1981 there were nine offices in
the United States with a total of more than 2,100 members. The decade 1973–1983 brought retirement to a
number of well-known founding partners. Nevertheless, SOM’s reputation for design leadership has been
maintained through “creative dissidence,” as one of the younger partners describes it. The firm moves with
distinction into a third and fourth generation. This book, organized by region, reveals the firm’s architectural
response to a decade that greatly changed American society.

The firm’s work of the past decade belonged to the city, and especially the urban office tower. Architectural
restraints, new technology and programs created opportunity for a new generation of distinctive towers that
have become important additions to the skylines of major American cities. The tall building has evolved to
new purposes, and the result has been expanding variations on tower architecture. The late Chicago partner
Fazlur Khan, who led the way by creating the flexible, economical tube structure, was enthusiastic about the
tall building, claiming “it permits work and residential space to locate where and when most needed.” The
tall building, for him, was a remarkable economical and symbolic success which also performed an
admirable social service.

The decade was also defined by wide public interest in preservation of historic buildings and contexts. To
this movement, SOM’s designers did not react with historical quotation or eclectic reference, but rather by
accepting the contextual obligation as part of their more urgent quest for a strong architecture that is both
modern and compatible with its setting. SOM addressed important urban problems with seminal studies for
San Antonio, Chicago, and Washington, as well as with designs for large urban transportation facilities on
the East Coast.

At the same time, the firm sought work abroad in the face of a barren domestic economy, designing
universities, new towns, airport terminals, and commercial buildings on several continents. Whereas regret
surrounds plans for Iranian cities halted by political revolt, planning projects of this kind introduced the
firm’s teams to social urgency and primary research into indigenous form.

The energy crisis brought still other challenges. Its special requirements created new architectural
opportunities that have been demonstrated by buildings in a variety of locations. SOM early recognized the
potential of computer analysis and pioneered its adoption in dealing with structural and architectural
problems. This capability dramatically extended SOM’s capacity for the creative study of energy efficiency
and performance calculations.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Reader:

The book SOM: Architecture of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 1973-1983 can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a
book SOM: Architecture of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 1973-1983? Some of you have a different opinion
about book. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer
using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all
of these. Book SOM: Architecture of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 1973-1983 has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by
open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Walter Goodwin:

This SOM: Architecture of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 1973-1983 book is simply not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a
lot of information you will get. That SOM: Architecture of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 1973-1983 without
we realize teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry SOM:
Architecture of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 1973-1983 can bring when you are and not make your carrier
space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This
SOM: Architecture of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 1973-1983 having fine arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Lucille Grant:

You may get this SOM: Architecture of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 1973-1983 by check out the bookstore
or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this
book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose
proper ways for you.

Jose Rivera:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their
pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's



country. So , this SOM: Architecture of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 1973-1983 can make you feel more
interested to read.
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