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The camera supposedly never lies, yet film's ability to frame, cut and reconstruct all that passed before its
lens made cinema the pre-eminent medium of visua illusion and revelation from the early twentieth century
onwards. This volume examines film's creative history of special effects and trickery, encompassing
everything from George Méliés first trick films to the modern CGI era. Evaluating movements towards the
use of computer-generated 'synthespians in films such as Final Fantasy: the Spirits Within (2001), thistitle
suggests that cinematic effects should be understood not as attempts to perfectly mimic real life, but as
constructions of substitute realities, situating them in the cultural lineage of the stage performers and
illusionists and of the nineteenth century. With analyses of films such as Destination Moon (1950), Spider-
Man (2002) and the King Kong films (1933 and 2006), this new volume provides an insight into cinema's
capacity to perform illusions.
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From reader reviews:
Jimmy Hicks:

Here thing why that Performing Illusions: Cinema, Special Effects, and the Virtual Actor are different and
reputable to be yours. First of al reading through a book is good nonetheless it dependsin the content from it
which isthe content is as delightful asfood or not. Performing Illusions: Cinema, Specia Effects, and the
Virtual Actor giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any publication out there but
there is no book that similar with Performing Illusions: Cinema, Special Effects, and the Virtual Actor. It
givesyou thrill studying journey, its open up your persona eyes about the thing in which happened in the
world which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground,
café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the published book
maybe the form of Performing lllusions: Cinema, Special Effects, and the Virtual Actor in e-book can be
your aternate.

Galen Dent:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Performing Illusions: Cinema, Special Effects, and the Virtual Actor your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and explanation
that will maybe you never get just before. The Performing Illusions: Cinema, Specia Effects, and the Virtual
Actor giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful
information for your better lifein this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Rose Waldman:

Performing Illusions: Cinema, Specia Effects, and the Virtual Actor can be one of your beginning books that
are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing Performing Illusions: Cinema, Special Effects, and the Virtual Actor although doesn't forget the main
place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Mary Barrientes:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can



have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Performing Illusions: Cinema,
Special Effects, and the Virtual Actor which is getting the e-book version. So, why not try out this book?
Let's see.
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