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JFK tagged him "Mr. Social Security." LBJ praised him as the "planner, architect, builder and repairman on
every major piece of social legislation [since 1935]." The New York Times called him "one of the country's
foremost technicians in public welfare." Time portrayed him as a man of "boundless energy, infectious
enthusiasm, and a drive for action." His name was Wilbur Cohen.

For half a century from the New Deal through the Great Society, Cohen (1913-1987) was one of the key
players in the creation and expansion of the American welfare state. From the Social Security Act of 1935
through the establishment of disability insurance in 1956 and the creation of Medicare in 1965, he was a
leading articulator and advocate of an expanding Social Security system. He played that role so well that he
prompted Senator Paul Douglas's wry comment that "an expert on Social Security is a person who knows
Wilbur Cohen's telephone number."

The son of Jewish immigrants, Cohen left his Milwaukee home in the early 1930s to attend the University of
Wisconsin and never looked back. Filled with a great thirst for knowledge and wider horizons, he followed
his mentors Edwin Witte and Arthur Altmeyer to Washington, D.C., and began a career that would
eventually land him a top position in LBJ's cabinet as Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare.

Variously described as a practical visionary, an action intellectual, a consummate bureaucrat, and a relentless
incrementalist, Cohen was a master behind-the-scenes player who turned legislative compromise into an art
form. He inhabited a world in which the passage of legislation was the ultimate reward. Driven by his
progressive vision, he time and again persuaded legislators on both sides of the aisle to introduce and support
expansive social programs. Like a shuttle in a loom he moved invisibly back and forth, back and forth, until
the finely woven legislative cloth emerged before the public's eye.

Nearly a decade after his death, Cohen and his legacy continue to shadow the debates over social welfare and
health care reform. While Congress swings with the prevailing winds in these debates, Social Security's
prominence in American life remains vitally intact. And Wilbur Cohen is largely responsible for that.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Delatorre:

The book Mr. Social Security: The Life of Wilbur J. Cohen make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You
can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book Mr. Social
Security: The Life of Wilbur J. Cohen for being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like
add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know
everything if you like open up and read a reserve Mr. Social Security: The Life of Wilbur J. Cohen. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about
this guide?

Steven Purdy:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Mr. Social Security: The Life of Wilbur J. Cohen your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
each and every word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe
you never get before. The Mr. Social Security: The Life of Wilbur J. Cohen giving you one more experience
more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life within this era. So
now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you
are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time
activity?

Christopher Williams:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top collection in your reading list will be Mr. Social Security: The Life of Wilbur J. Cohen. This book
and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking
up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

James Hanson:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to help year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. With the book Mr. Social Security: The Life of Wilbur J. Cohen we can acquire more advantage.
Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book
that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book Mr. Social Security: The Life of



Wilbur J. Cohen. You can more pleasing than now.
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