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Through an examination of the fascinating lives and careers of a series of nineteenth-century "mad-doctors,"
Masters of Bedlam provides a unique perspective on the creation of the modern profession of psychiatry,
taking us from the secret and shady practices of the trade in lunacy, through the utopian expectations that
were aroused by the lunacy reform movement, to the dismal realities of the barracks-asylums--those
Victorian museums of madness within which most nineteenth-century alienists found themselves compelled
to practice. Across a century that spans the period from an unreformed Bedlam to the construction of a post-
Darwinian bio-psychiatry centered on the new Maudsley Hospital, from a therapeutics of bleeding, purging,
and close confinement through the era of moral treatment and nonrestraint to a fin-de-siécle degenerationism
and despair, men claiming expertise in the treatment of mental disorder sought to construct a collective
identity as trustworthy and scientifically qualified professionals. This fascinating series of biographies
answers the question: How successful were they in creating such a new identity?.

Drawing on an extensive array of sources, the authors vividly re-create the often colorful and always eventful
lives of these seven "masters of bedlam." Sensitive to the idiosyncrasies and peculiarities of each man's
personal biography, the authors replace hagiographical ac-counts of the great men who founded modern
psychiatry with fully rounded portraits of their struggles and successes, their achievements and limitations.
In the process Masters of Bedlam provides an extremely subtle and nuanced portrait of the efforts of
successive generations of alienists to carve out a popular and scientific respect for their specialty, and
reminds us repeatedly of the complexities of nineteenth-century developments in the field of psychiatry.

Originally published in 1996.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

William Barnett:

The e-book untitled Masters of Bedlam is the publication that recommended to you to learn. You can see the
quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of study when write the book,
hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Masters
of Bedlam from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Mary Jacobs:

Masters of Bedlam can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away
because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to put
every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Masters of Bedlam nevertheless doesn't forget the main
stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Jack Murray:

Beside that Masters of Bedlam in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if
you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Masters of Bedlam because this
book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get what
it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss it? Find this book and also read it from at this point!

Billy Doyle:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library.
They go to right now there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not
important, boring along with can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is
very important in your case. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise
word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Masters of Bedlam can make you experience
more interested to read.
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