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To receive a royal pardon in sixteenth-century France for certain kinds of homicide—unpremeditated,
unintended, in self-defense, or otherwise excusable—a supplicant had to tell the king a story. These stories
took the form of letters of remission, documents narrated to royal notaries by admitted offenders who, in
effect, stated their case for pardon to the king. Thousands of such stories are found in French archives,
providing precious evidence of the narrative skills and interpretive schemes of peasants and artisans as well
as the well-born.

This book, by one of the most acclaimed historians of our time, is a pioneering effort to us the tools of
literary analysis to interpret archival texts: to show how people from different stations in life shaped the
events of a crime into a story, and to compare their stories with those told by Renaissance authors not
intended to judge the truth or falsity of the pardon narratives, but rather to refer to the techniques for crafting
stories.

A number of fascinating crime stories, often possessing Rabelaisian humor, are told in the course of the
book, which consists of three long chapters. These chapters explore the French law of homicide, depictions
of "hot anger" and self-defense, and the distinctive characteristics of women's stories of bloodshed.

The book is illustrated with seven contemporary woodcuts and a facsimile of a letter of remission, with
appendixes providing several other original documents. This volume is based on the Harry Camp Memorial
Lectures given at Stanford University in 1986.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Brun:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the e-book untitled Fiction in the Archives: Pardon Tales and Their Tellers in
Sixteenth-Century France can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Robert Young:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but also novel and Fiction in the Archives: Pardon Tales and Their
Tellers in Sixteenth-Century France or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After you
know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or
students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case,
beside science book, any other book likes Fiction in the Archives: Pardon Tales and Their Tellers in
Sixteenth-Century France to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Heather Delph:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know
that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. Numerous books that
can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Fiction in the Archives: Pardon Tales and Their Tellers
in Sixteenth-Century France.

Belinda Bridges:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Fiction in the Archives: Pardon Tales and
Their Tellers in Sixteenth-Century France to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill
of reading skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to
read it and mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to
like to start a book and study it. Beside that the book Fiction in the Archives: Pardon Tales and Their Tellers
in Sixteenth-Century France can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with



what must you're doing of the time.
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