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The writing of recent history tends to be deeply marked by conflict, by personal and collective struggles
rooted in horrific traumas and bitter controversies. Frequently, today’s historians can find themselves
researching the same events that they themselves lived through. This book reflects on the concept and
practices of what is called “contemporary history,” a history of the present time, and identifies special
tensions in the field between knowledge and experience, distance and proximity, and objectivity and
subjectivity.

Henry Rousso addresses the rise of contemporary history and the relations of present-day societies to their
past, especially their legacies of political violence. Focusing on France, Germany, the United Kingdom, and
the United States, he shows that for contemporary historians, the recent past has become a problem to be
solved. No longer unfolding as a series of traditions to be respected or a set of knowledge to be transmitted
and built upon, history today is treated as a constant act of mourning or memory, an attempt to atone.
Historians must also negotiate with strife within this field, as older scholars who may have lived through
events clash with younger historians who also claim to understand the experiences. Ultimately, The Latest
Catastrophe shows how historians, at times against their will, have themselves become actors in a history
still being made.
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From reader reviews:

Gabrielle Oneal:

Typically the book The Latest Catastrophe: History, the Present, the Contemporary has a lot info on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may
get the point easily after scanning this book.

Priscilla McNeil:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be read. The Latest Catastrophe: History, the Present, the Contemporary can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Cora Spillane:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The The Latest Catastrophe: History, the Present, the Contemporary provide you with new experience
in examining a book.

Richard Graham:

Beside this particular The Latest Catastrophe: History, the Present, the Contemporary in your phone, it might
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you
might got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have The Latest Catastrophe: History, the Present, the Contemporary because
this book offers to your account readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get
what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here
cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this
book in addition to read it from now!
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