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Elia Kazan first made a name for himself on the Broadway stage, directing productions of such classics as
The Skin of Our Teeth, Death of Salesman, and A Streetcar Named Desire. His venture to Hollywood was no
less successful. He won an Oscar for only his second film, Gentleman’s Agreement, and his screen version of
Streetcar has been hailed as one of the great film adaptations of a staged work. But in 1952, Kazan’s stature
was compromised when he was called to testify before the House Un-American Activities Committee
(HUAC). Kazan’s decision to name names allowed him to continue his filmmaking career, but at what price
to him and the Hollywood community?

In The Ambivalent Legacy of Elia Kazan: The Politics of the Post HUAC Films, Ron Briley looks at the work
of this unquestionable master of cinema whose testimony against former friends and associates influenced
his body of work. By closely examining the films Kazan helmed between 1953 and 1976, Briley suggests
that the director’s work during this period reflected his ongoing leftist and progressive political orientation.
The films scrutinized in this book include Viva Zapata!, East of Eden, A Face in the Crowd, Splendor in the
Grass, America America, The Last Tycoon, and most notably, On the Waterfront, which many critics
interpret as an effort to justify his HUAC testimony.

In 1999, Kazan was awarded an honorary Oscar that caused considerable division within the Hollywood
community, highlighting the lingering effects of the director’s testimony. The blacklist had a lasting impact
on those who were named and those who did the naming, and the controversy of the HUAC hearings still
resonates today. The Ambivalent Legacy of Elia Kazan will be of interest to historians of postwar America,
cinema scholars, and movie fans who want to revisit some of the director’s most significant films in a new
light.
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From reader reviews:

Clayton Medina:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is The Ambivalent Legacy of Elia Kazan: The Politics of the Post-HUAC Films (Film
and History) this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This particular
book was represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy
to understand. The particular writer made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book
suited all of you.

Mary Fleeman:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Ambivalent Legacy of Elia
Kazan: The Politics of the Post-HUAC Films (Film and History) which is having the e-book version. So , try
out this book? Let's see.

Ronna Rutledge:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by
book. Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra The Ambivalent
Legacy of Elia Kazan: The Politics of the Post-HUAC Films (Film and History).

Gary Roth:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news. With
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching for the
The Ambivalent Legacy of Elia Kazan: The Politics of the Post-HUAC Films (Film and History) when you
desired it?
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