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Ironically, the philosophy of love has long been neglected by philosophers, so-called “lovers of wisdom,”
who would seemingly need to understand how one best becomes a lover. In Kierkegaard and the Philosophy
of Love, Michael Strawser shows that the philosophy of love lies at the heart of Kierkegaard’s writings, as he
argues that the central issue of Kierkegaard’s authorship can and should be understood more broadly as the
task of becoming a lover. Strawser starts by identifying the questions (How should I love the other? Is self-
love possible? How can I love God?) and themes (love’s immediacy, intentionality, unity, and eternity) that
are central to the philosophy of love, and he develops a rich context that includes analyses of the conceptions
of love found in Plato, Spinoza, and Hegel, as well as prominent contemporary thinkers. Strawser provides
an original and wide-ranging analysis of Kierkegaard’s writings—from the early The Concept of Irony and
Edifying Discourses to the late The Moment, while maintaining the prominence of Works of Love— to
demonstrate how Kierkegaard’s writings on love are relevant to the emerging study of the philosophy of love
today. The most unique perspective of this work, however, is Strawser’s argument that Kierkegaard’s
writings on love are most fruitfully understood within the context of a phenomenology of love. In
interpreting Kierkegaard as a phenomenologist of love, Strawser claims that it is not Husserl and Heidegger
that we should look to for a connection in the first instance, but rather Max Scheler, Dietrich von Hildebrand,
Emmanuel Levinas, and most importantly, Jean-Luc Marion, who for the most part center their thinking on
the phenomenological nature of love. Based on an analysis of the works of these thinkers together with
Kierkegaard’s writings, Strawser argues that Kierkegaard presents readers with a first phenomenology of
love, a point of view that serves as a unifying perspective throughout this work while also pointing to areas
for future scholarship. Overall, this work brings seemingly divergent perspectives into a unity brought about
through a focus on love—which is, after all, a unifying force.
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From reader reviews:

Melvin Loch:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important for us. The book Kierkegaard and the Philosophy of Love has been making you to
know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you.
The reserve Kierkegaard and the Philosophy of Love is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to
read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book Kierkegaard and the Philosophy of Love. You
never sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

Leticia Bennet:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Kierkegaard and the
Philosophy of Love book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Salina Rodriguez:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this
Kierkegaard and the Philosophy of Love.

Stephen Stansbury:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and Kierkegaard and the Philosophy of Love or perhaps others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more
and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those publications are helping
them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Kierkegaard and the
Philosophy of Love to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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