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The 'Alawis, or Alawites, are a prominent religious minority in northern Syria, Lebanon, and southern
Turkey, best known today for enjoying disproportionate political power in war-torn Syria. In this book,
Stefan Winter offers a complete history of the community, from the birth of the 'Alawi (Nusayri) sect in the
tenth century to just after World War I, the establishment of the French mandate over Syria, and the early
years of the Turkish republic. Winter draws on a wealth of Ottoman archival records and other sources to
show that the 'Alawis were not historically persecuted as is often claimed, but rather were a fundamental part
of Syrian and Turkish provincial society.

Winter argues that far from being excluded on the basis of their religion, the 'Alawis were in fact fully
integrated into the provincial administrative order. Profiting from the economic development of the coastal
highlands, particularly in the Ottoman period, they fostered a new class of local notables and tribal leaders,
participated in the modernizing educational, political, and military reforms of the nineteenth century, and
expanded their area of settlement beyond its traditional mountain borders to emerge from centuries of Sunni
imperial rule as a bona fide sectarian community.

Using an impressive array of primary materials spanning nearly ten centuries, A History of the 'Alawis
provides a crucial new narrative about the development of 'Alawi society.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Perez:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled A
History of the 'Alawis: From Medieval Aleppo to the Turkish Republic your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The A History of the 'Alawis: From Medieval Aleppo to the
Turkish Republic giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you
useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is
your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Juan McCain:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This A History of the 'Alawis: From Medieval
Aleppo to the Turkish Republic can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Mary Summers:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book A History of the 'Alawis: From Medieval Aleppo to the
Turkish Republic was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book A History of
the 'Alawis: From Medieval Aleppo to the Turkish Republic has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up.
Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that will.

Hoa Gilkey:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book A History of the 'Alawis:
From Medieval Aleppo to the Turkish Republic to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own
skill of reading proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy
to see it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to
like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book A History of the 'Alawis: From Medieval
Aleppo to the Turkish Republic can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of the time.
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