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The ugly woman is a surprisingly common figure in Italian poetry, one that has been frequently appropriated
by male poetic imagination to depict moral, aesthetic, social, and racial boundaries. Mostly used between the
thirteenth and seventeenth centuries - from the invectives of Rustico Filippi, Franco Sacchetti, and
Burchiello, to the paradoxical praises of Francesco Berni, Niccolò Campani and Pietro Aretino, and further
to the conceited encomia of Giambattista Marino and Marinisti - the portrayal of female unattractiveness
was, argues Patrizia Bettella in The Ugly Woman, one way of figuring woman as 'other.'

Bettella shows how medieval female ugliness included transgressive types ranging from the lustful old hag,
to the slanderer, the wild woman, the heretic/witch, and the prostitute, whereas Early Modern
unattractiveness targeted peasants, mountain dwellers, and black slaves: marginal women whose bodies and
manners subvert aesthetic precepts of culturally normative beauty and propriety. Taking a philological and
feminist approach, and drawing on the Bakhtinian concept of the grotesque body and on the poetics of
transgression, The Ugly Woman is a unique look at the essential counterdiscourse of the celebrated Italian
poetic canon and a valuable contribution to the study of women in literature.
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From reader reviews:

Loretta Claybrooks:

The guide with title The Ugly Woman: Transgressive Aesthetic Models in Italian Poetry from the Middle
Ages to the Baroque (Toronto Italian Studies) contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You can
get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new understanding the information that exist in
this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how
the improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of the syndication. You can read the
e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Matthew German:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Ugly Woman: Transgressive
Aesthetic Models in Italian Poetry from the Middle Ages to the Baroque (Toronto Italian Studies) book
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who
all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt The Ugly Woman: Transgressive Aesthetic Models in
Italian Poetry from the Middle Ages to the Baroque (Toronto Italian Studies) as good book not simply by the
cover but also through the content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do
you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said
so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Arthur Lee:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real
their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this The Ugly Woman: Transgressive Aesthetic Models in Italian Poetry from the Middle Ages
to the Baroque (Toronto Italian Studies) can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Jack Michaud:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Different categories of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims The Ugly Woman:
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