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It is August 18, 1634. Father Urbain Grandier, convicted of sorcery that led to the demonic possession of the
Ursuline nuns of provincial Loudun in France, confesses his sins on the porch of the church of Saint-Pierre,
then perishes in flames lit by his own exorcists. A dramatic tale that has inspired many artistic retellings,
including a novel by Aldous Huxley and an incendiary film by Ken Russell, the story of the possession at
Loudun here receives a compelling analysis from the renowned Jesuit historian Michel de Certeau.

Interweaving substantial excerpts from primary historical documents with fascinating commentary, de
Certeau shows how the plague of sorceries and possessions in France that climaxed in the events at Loudun
both revealed the deepest fears of a society in traumatic flux and accelerated its transformation. In this tour
de force of psychological history, de Certeau brings to vivid life a people torn between the decline of
centralized religious authority and the rise of science and reason, wracked by violent anxiety over what or
whom to believe.

At the time of his death in 1986, Michel de Certeau was a director of studies at the école des hautes études en
sciences sociales, Paris. He was author of eighteen books in French, three of which have appeared in English
translation as The Practice of Everyday Life,The Writing of History, and The Mystic Fable, Volume 1, the last
of which is published by The University of Chicago Press.

"Brilliant and innovative. . . . The Possession at Loudun is [de Certeau's] most accessible book and one of his
most wonderful."—Stephen Greenblatt (from the Foreword)
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From reader reviews:

Corrina Sutton:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide The Possession at Loudun will make you
to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you
think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Chris Hernandez:

The book The Possession at Loudun can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book The Possession at Loudun? A number of you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Possession at Loudun has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous
world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

John Bullard:

The reason? Because this The Possession at Loudun is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting
for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was
fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards
than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still
want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Edward Donnelly:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news.
With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching
for the The Possession at Loudun when you required it?
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