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A fascinating document of an extraordinary life, Memoirs of A Breton Peasant reads with the liveliness of a
novel and bristles with the vigor of an opinionated autodidact from the very lowest level of peasant society.
Brittany during the nineteenth century was a place seemingly frozen in the Middle Ages, backwards by most
French standards; formal education among rural society was either unavailable or dismissed as unnecessary,
while the church and local myth defined most people's reasoning and motivation. Jean-Marie Déguignet is
unique not only as a literate Breton peasant, but in his skepticism for the church, his interest in science,
astronomy and languages, and for his keen—often caustic—observations of the world and people around
him.

Born into rural poverty in 1834, Déguignet escapes Brittany by joining the French Army in 1854, and over
the next fourteen years he fights in the Crimean war, attends Napoleon III’s coronation ceremonies, supports
Italy’s liberation struggle, and defends the hapless French puppet emperor Maximilian in Mexico. He teaches
himself Latin, French, Italian and Spanish and reads extensively on history, philosophy, politics, and
literature. He returns home to live as a farmer and tobacco-seller, eventually falling back into dire poverty.
Throughout the tale, Deguignet’s freethinking, almost anarchic views put him ahead of his time and often
(sadly, for him) out of step with his contemporaries.

Déguignet’s voluminous journals (nearly 4,000 pages in total) were discovered in a farmhouse in Brittany a
century after they were written. This narrative was drawn from them and became a surprise bestseller when
published in France in 1998.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Gina Melton:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Memoirs of a Breton Peasant is
simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not
include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read
it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Cameron Rodriquez:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Memoirs of a Breton Peasant can be
the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?

Cheryl Waller:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. That Memoirs of a Breton Peasant can give you a lot of friends
because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make you actually more like an
interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Memoirs of a Breton Peasant.

Jose Williams:

You can find this Memoirs of a Breton Peasant by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or
reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve
are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by means of e-
book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important
to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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