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In the second edition of The U.S. Congress, Donald A. Ritchie, a congressional historian for more than thirty
years, takes readers on a fascinating, behind-the-scenes tour of Capitol Hill, pointing out the key players,
explaining their behavior, and translating parliamentary language into plain English. No mere civics lesson,
this eye-opening book provides an insider's perspective on Congress, matched with a professional historian's
analytical insight.

After a swift survey of the creation of Congress by the constitutional convention, he begins to unscrew the
nuts and pull out the bolts. What is it like to campaign for Congress? To attract large donors? To enter either
house with no seniority? He answers these questions and more, explaining committee assignments and
committee work, the role of staffers and lobbyists, floor proceedings, parliamentary rules, and coalition
building.

Ritchie explores the great effort put into constituent service-as representatives and senators respond to
requests from groups and individuals-as well as media relations and news coverage. He also explores how
the grand concepts we all know from civics class--checks and balances, advise and consent, congressional
oversight--work in practice in an age of strong presidents and a muscular Senate minority.
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From reader reviews:

Marjorie Batchelder:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name The U.S.
Congress: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled The U.S. Congress: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions)is one of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever
know previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Daniel Smith:

The guide untitled The U.S. Congress: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is the
publication that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown
to you. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The U.S. Congress: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Richard Zhang:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The U.S. Congress: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism The
U.S. Congress: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) as good book not only by the cover but
also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Jenna Springer:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is The U.S. Congress: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
this guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is



easy to understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this
book suitable all of you.
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