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Despite the substantial economic and political strides that African-Americans have made in this century,
welfare remains an issue that sharply divides Americans by race. Shifting the Color Line explores the
historical and political roots of enduring racial conflict in American welfare policy, beginning with the New
Deal.

Through Social Security and other social insurance programs, white workers were successfully integrated
into a strong national welfare state. At the same time, African-Americans--then as now disproportionately
poor--were relegated to the margins of the welfare state, through decentralized, often racist, public assistance
programs.

Over the next generation, these institutional differences had fateful consequences for African-Americans and
their integration into American politics. Owing to its strong national structure, Social Security quickly
became the closest thing we have to a universal, color-blind social program. On the other hand, public
assistance--especially Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC)--continued to treat African-
Americans badly, while remaining politically weak and institutionally decentralized.

Racial distinctions were thus built into the very structure of the American welfare state. By keeping poor
blacks at arm's length while embracing white workers, national welfare policy helped to construct the
contemporary political divisions--middle-class versus poor, suburb versus city, and white versus black--that
define the urban underclass.
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From reader reviews:

Gabrielle Oneal:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Shifting the Color
Line: Race and the American Welfare State suitable to you? The particular book was written by famous
writer in this era. The particular book untitled Shifting the Color Line: Race and the American Welfare
Stateis the main one of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many
men and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know
before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the
core of this book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you to
see the represented of the world within this book.

John Pasko:

Precisely why? Because this Shifting the Color Line: Race and the American Welfare State is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret the
item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret
it. This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving
your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up
you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Michael Due:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
as compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find publication
that need more time to be read. Shifting the Color Line: Race and the American Welfare State can be your
answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Everette Murray:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book and also novel and Shifting the Color Line: Race and the American
Welfare State or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you
feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any
other book likes Shifting the Color Line: Race and the American Welfare State to make your spare time far
more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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