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In 1944, Britain led the world in electronic computing. By 1974, the British computer industry was all but
extinct. What happened in the intervening thirty years holds lessons for all postindustrial superpowers. As
Britain struggled to use technology to retain its global power, the nation's inability to manage its technical
labor force hobbled its transition into the information age.

In Programmed Inequality, Marie Hicks explores the story of labor feminization and gendered technocracy
that undercut British efforts to computerize. That failure sprang from the government's systematic neglect of
its largest trained technical workforce, simply because they were women. Women were a hidden engine of
growth in high technology from World War II to the 1960s. As computing experienced a gender flip,
becoming male-identified in the 1960s and 1970s, labor problems grew into structural ones and gender
discrimination caused the nation's largest computer user -- the civil service and sprawling public sector -- to
make decisions that were disastrous for the British computer industry and the nation as a whole.

Drawing on recently opened government files, personal interviews, and the archives of major British
computer companies, Programmed Inequality takes aim at the fiction of technological meritocracy. Hicks
explains why, even today, possessing technical skill is not enough to ensure that women will rise to the top in
science and technology fields. Programmed Inequality shows how the disappearance of women from the
field had grave macroeconomic consequences for Britain, and why the United States risks repeating those
errors in the twenty-first century.

Cover Photo: Cathy Gillespie performs the initial program load on an IBM computer at the British Central
Electricity Generating Board, c. 1970. Photo courtesy of Cathy Gillespie.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Nebeker:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for people. The book Programmed Inequality: How Britain
Discarded Women Technologists and Lost Its Edge in Computing (History of Computing) seemed to be
making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The publication Programmed Inequality: How Britain Discarded Women Technologists
and Lost Its Edge in Computing (History of Computing) is not only giving you much more new information
but also to get your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read
your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book Programmed Inequality: How Britain Discarded
Women Technologists and Lost Its Edge in Computing (History of Computing). You never experience lose
out for everything in case you read some books.

Avery Thomas:

Here thing why this particular Programmed Inequality: How Britain Discarded Women Technologists and
Lost Its Edge in Computing (History of Computing) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as
yummy as food or not. Programmed Inequality: How Britain Discarded Women Technologists and Lost Its
Edge in Computing (History of Computing) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can
find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Programmed Inequality: How Britain
Discarded Women Technologists and Lost Its Edge in Computing (History of Computing). It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is
perhaps can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in
your approach home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe
the form of Programmed Inequality: How Britain Discarded Women Technologists and Lost Its Edge in
Computing (History of Computing) in e-book can be your option.

Mary Bradford:

Beside this particular Programmed Inequality: How Britain Discarded Women Technologists and Lost Its
Edge in Computing (History of Computing) in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have
Programmed Inequality: How Britain Discarded Women Technologists and Lost Its Edge in Computing
(History of Computing) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times
have book but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if
you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book and read it from today!



Kara Navarrete:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also
you know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Programmed Inequality: How Britain
Discarded Women Technologists and Lost Its Edge in Computing (History of Computing).
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