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Born in 1861 in French Sudan, imported to Paris as a two year old calf, then later sold to the London Zoo at
Regent's Park, Jumbo the elephant delighted countless children (including Winston Churchill and Theodore
Roosevelt) with rides and treats gently taken from outstretched hands. Each night, after the children and their
families had gone home, he was mistreated in an attempt to keep him docile. By the time he reached sexual
maturity, the abused and isolated animal had become dangerously unstable. He was sold to showman P.T.
Barnum in 1881 (despite letters from 100,000 British schoolchildren who wrote to Queen Victoria begging
her to prevent the sale) and brought to America. There, in the company of other elephants and amid greater
physical freedom, Jumbo stabilized and went on to become one of the most lucrative circus acts of all time -
as well as the most beloved. The world mourned when his life ended in 1885, with a storied (and most likely
embellished) act of animal heroism. Jumbo reportedly rushed in front of an oncoming train in an effort to
save a smaller elephant – his companion "Tom Thumb" – then perished while reaching his trunk out toward
his longtime handler Matthew Scott – whose intense connection with the pachyderm spawned legends of its
own.

Integrating the history of elephants in captivity along with the details of Jumbo's celebrity life, dramatic
death, and lasting cultural legacy, John Sutherland has written the first comprehensive "biography" of this
incredible animal - one whose name has given us one of our most common and hyperbolic adjectives.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Akins:

The feeling that you get from Jumbo: The Unauthorised Biography of a Victorian Sensation is the more deep
you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to understand but Jumbo: The Unauthorised Biography of a Victorian Sensation
giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood
simply by anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also
makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this Jumbo: The
Unauthorised Biography of a Victorian Sensation instantly.

James Donofrio:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen inside you if you take Jumbo: The Unauthorised Biography of a Victorian Sensation as the
daily resource information.

John Morris:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is usually Jumbo: The Unauthorised Biography of a Victorian Sensation.

Richard Burnett:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This publication Jumbo: The Unauthorised Biography of a Victorian Sensation
was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book,
you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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