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The 27th United States Colored Troops (USCT), composed largely of free black Ohio men, served in the
Union army from April 1864 to September 1865 in Virginia and North Carolina. It was the first time most
members of the unit had traveled so far from home. The men faced daily battles against racism and against
inferior treatment, training, and supplies. They suffered from the physical difficulties of military life, the
horrors of warfare, and homesickness and worried about loved ones left at home without financial support.
Yet their contributions provided a tool that allowed blacks with little military experience, and their families,
to demand social acceptance and acknowledgment of their citizenship.

Their service did not end when their enlistment was over. After the men of the 27th returned to Ohio, they
and their families sought full access to the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments and compensatory
citizenship rights for their collective sacrifice. Despite their constant battle against racism, this public
behavior benefited the men and their families. It also meant that the African American role in the Union
victory remained part of local community remembrance and commemoration. As a result, the experiences of
these men from the 27th USCT gave the late-nineteenth-century Ohio black community legitimate hopes for
access to equal civil and social rights for all.

For Their Own Cause is the first comprehensive history of the 27th USCT. By including rich details culled
from private letters and pension files, Mezurek provides more than a typical regimental study; she
demonstrates that the lives of the men of the 27th USCT help to explain why in the wars that followed,
despite the disappointments and increasingly difficult struggle for African American equality that continued
for far too many decades after the promise of the three Civil War–era constitutional amendments, blacks in
the United States continued to offer their martial support in the front lines and the back.
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From reader reviews:

Gena Colgan:

With other case, little people like to read book For Their Own Cause: The 27th United States Colored Troops
(Civil War in the North). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know
about how is important some sort of book For Their Own Cause: The 27th United States Colored Troops
(Civil War in the North). You can add information and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know
that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You
can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Brian Griffith:

Why? Because this For Their Own Cause: The 27th United States Colored Troops (Civil War in the North) is
an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with
the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving
your expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you
I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Corinne Parsons:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love For Their Own Cause: The
27th United States Colored Troops (Civil War in the North), you may enjoy both. It is fine combination
right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still
don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Delores Villarreal:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you go through a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
For Their Own Cause: The 27th United States Colored Troops (Civil War in the North) will give you new



experience in examining a book.
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