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The figure of Dai Zhen (1724–1777) looms large in modern Chinese intellectual history. Dai was a
mathematical astronomer and influential polymath who, along with like-minded scholars, sought to balance
understandings of science, technology, and history within the framework of classical Chinese writings.
Exploring ideas in fields as broad-ranging as astronomy, geography, governance, phonology, and etymology,
Dai grappled with Western ideas and philosophies, including Jesuit conceptions of cosmology, which were
so important to the Qing dynasty (1644–1911) court's need for calendrical precision. Minghui Hu tells the
story of China's transition to modernity from the perspective of 18th-century Chinese scholars who were
dedicated to examining the present and past with the tools of evidential analysis. Using Dai as the centering
point, Hu shows how the tongru ("broadly learned scholars") of this era navigated Confucian, Jesuit, and
other worldviews during a dynamic period, connecting ancient theories to new knowledge in the process.
Scholars and students of early modern Chinese history?and those examining science, religious, and
intellectual history more broadly?will find China's Transition to Modernity inspiring and helpful to their
research and teaching.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Davis:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people
in the world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great along with important the book China's Transition to Modernity: The
New Classical Vision of Dai Zhen. All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for the
internet solutions or other social media.

Lyla Jackson:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the publication untitled China's Transition to Modernity: The New Classical Vision of
Dai Zhen can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Gary Copeland:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This e-book China's Transition to Modernity: The New Classical Vision
of Dai Zhen was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book
that you wanted.

David Johnston:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
called of book China's Transition to Modernity: The New Classical Vision of Dai Zhen. You'll be able to
your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and
make a person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from
one place to other place.
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