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In AD 476 the Roman Empire fell–or rather, its western half did. Its eastern half, which would come to be
known as the Byzantine Empire, would endure and often flourish for another eleven centuries. Though its
capital would move to Constantinople, its citizens referred to themselves as Roman for the entire duration of
the empire’s existence. Indeed, so did its neighbors, allies, and enemies: When the Turkish Sultan Mehmet II
conquered Constantinople in 1453, he took the title Caesar of Rome, placing himself in a direct line that led
back to Augustus.

For far too many otherwise historically savvy people today, the story of the Byzantine civilization is
something of a void. Yet for more than a millennium, Byzantium reigned as the glittering seat of Christian
civilization. When Europe fell into the Dark Ages, Byzantium held fast against Muslim expansion, keeping
Christianity alive. When literacy all but vanished in the West, Byzantium made primary education available
to both sexes. Students debated the merits of Plato and Aristotle and commonly committed the entirety of
Homer’s Iliad to memory. Streams of wealth flowed into Constantinople, making possible unprecedented
wonders of art and architecture, from fabulous jeweled mosaics and other iconography to the great church
known as the Hagia Sophia that was a vision of heaven on earth. The dome of the Great Palace stood nearly
two hundred feet high and stretched over four acres, and the city’s population was more than twenty times
that of London’s.

From Constantine, who founded his eponymous city in the year 330, to Constantine XI, who valiantly fought
the empire’s final battle more than a thousand years later, the emperors who ruled Byzantium enacted a saga
of political intrigue and conquest as astonishing as anything in recorded history. Lost to the West is replete
with stories of assassination, mass mutilation and execution, sexual scheming, ruthless grasping for power,
and clashing armies that soaked battlefields with the blood of slain warriors numbering in the tens of
thousands.

Still, it was Byzantium that preserved for us today the great gifts of the classical world. Of the 55,000 ancient
Greek texts in existence today, some 40,000 were transmitted to us by Byzantine scribes. And it was the
Byzantine Empire that shielded Western Europe from invasion until it was ready to take its own place at the
center of the world stage. Filled with unforgettable stories of emperors, generals, and religious patriarchs, as
well as fascinating glimpses into the life of the ordinary citizen, Lost to the West reveals how much we owe
to this empire that was the equal of any in its achievements, appetites, and enduring legacy.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Auyeung:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Lost to the West: The Forgotten Byzantine
Empire That Rescued Western Civilization will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a new
book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for
best book or acceptable book with you?

Clara Gay:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the
crowded place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated
the item for a while is reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to
remain than other is high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this Lost to the West:
The Forgotten Byzantine Empire That Rescued Western Civilization book as nice and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Edward Orr:

This Lost to the West: The Forgotten Byzantine Empire That Rescued Western Civilization tend to be
reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Lost to the
West: The Forgotten Byzantine Empire That Rescued Western Civilization can be among the great books
you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a person with
information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Lost to the West: The
Forgotten Byzantine Empire That Rescued Western Civilization giving you an enormous of experience like
rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So ,
let's have it appreciate reading.

James Martin:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the publication untitled Lost to the West: The Forgotten Byzantine



Empire That Rescued Western Civilization can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity
to you.
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