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This book addresses core questions about the role of materialsin general and of wood in particular in the
construction of string instruments used in the modern symphony orchestra— violins, violas, cellos and
basses. Further attention is given to materials for classical guitars, harps, harpsichords and pianos. While
some of the approaches discussed are traditional, most of them depend upon new scientific approachesto the
study of the structure of materials, such as for example wood cell structure, which is visible only using
modern high resolution microscopic techniques. Many examples of modern and classical instruments are
examined, together with the relevance of classical techniques for the treatment of wood. Composite
materials, especially designed for soundboards could be a good substitute for some traditional wood species.
The body and soundboard of the instrument are of major importance for their acoustical properties, but the
study also examines traditional and new wood species used for items such as bows, the instrument neck,
string pegs, etc. Wood species properties for musical instruments and growth origins of woods used by great
makers such as Antonio Stradivari are examined and compared with more recently grown woods available to
current makers. The role of varnish in the appearance and acoustics of the final instrument is also discussed,
since it has often been proposed as a * secret ingredient’ used by great makers. Aspects related to strings are
commented.

Aswell as discussing these subjects, with many illustrations from classical and contemporary instruments,
the book gives attention to conservation and restoration of old instruments and the physical results of these
techniques. There is also discussion of the current value of old instruments both for modern performances
and as works of art having great monetary value.

The book will be of interest and value to researchers, advanced students, music historians, and contemporary
string instrument makers. Musicians in general, particularly those playing string instruments, will also find
its revelations fascinating. It will also attract the attention of those using wood for avariety of other
purposes, for its use in musical instruments uncovers many of its fundamental features.

Professor Neville H. Fletcher
Australian National University, Canberra
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From reader reviews:
Richard Morris;

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take awander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called
Handbook of Materials for String Musical Instruments? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

George Sanders:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get alife style. This reading routine give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Handbook of Materials for
String Musical Instruments is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Steven Hackett:

In thistime globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find alot of sourcesto get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. Y ou
can observe that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is Handbook of Materials for String Musical Instruments this book consist alot of the
information on the condition of thisworld now. This particular book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The terminology stylesthat writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.

Karen Saldivar:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get a
half elements of the book. Y ou can choose the book Handbook of Materials for String Musical Instruments
to make your current reading is interesting. Y our personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you
similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about
book and reading especially. It isto beinitial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examineit.
Beside that the reserve Handbook of Materials for String Musical Instruments can to be your brand new
friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of thistime.
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