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"Undoubtedly the best documented record of a slave born in Africa,who married her owner in East Florida,
operated a plantation after her husband's death, and ruled as matriarch over an extended family until the Civil
War. Schafer has reconstructed Anna Madgigine Jai Kingsley's story in a remarkable way."--Bruce L.
Mouser, editor, A Slaving Voyage to Africa and Jamaica: The Log of the Sandown,  1793-1794

"Provides an unexpectedly thorough account that traces the life of a woman from a Wolof village in Senegal,
across the Atlantic via the middle passage, to a Florida community of African slaves and white slave
owners."--Southern Historian

"An absorbing account of Anna Madgigine Jai Kingsley, an African woman who was enslaved, forcibly
transported to Florida, held in bondage, freed, and married to her white master; she bore several of his
children and then rose to prominence as a slaveholder. . . . Brings a wider understanding to the lives of
enslaved and free women in the nineteenth century South."--Journal of American History

"Contributes to a growing literature on the possibilities for slave women's emancipation, especially in
Spanish territory, and for propertied women’s social and economic power in the Old South."--Journal of
Southern History

"Reminds the reader of the variations of the slave experience, the possibilities of forging racial bonds, and
the debilitating effects of the racial divide in American society."--Georgia Historical Quarterly

"Fosters understanding of the differences and similarities in the institution of slavery, in the distinction
between free and enslaved, and in attitudes of racial prejudice between Spanish Florida and the United
States."--North Carolina Historical Review

Anna Kingsley's life story adds a dramatic chapter to histories of the South, the state of Florida, and the
African diaspora. Working from surprisingly extensive records, including information and photographs from
extended-family members and descendants, Daniel Shafer reconstructs and documents one slave’s
remarkable story.

Both an American slave and a slaveowner--and possibly an African princess--Anna was a teenager when she
was captured in her homeland of Senegal in 1806 and sold into slavery. Zephaniah Kingsley, Jr., a planter
and slave trader from Spanish East Florida, bought her in Havana, Cuba, and took her to his St. Johns River
plantation in northeast Florida, where she soon became his household manager, his wife, and eventually the
mother of four of his children. Her husband formally emancipated her in 1811, and she became the owner of
her own farm and twelve slaves the following year.

For 25 years, life on her farm and at the Kingsley plantation on Fort George Island was relatively tranquil.
But when Florida passed from Spanish to American control, and racism and discrimination increased in the
American territories, Anna Kingsley and her children migrated to a colony in Haiti established by her



husband as a refuge for free blacks. Amid the spiraling racial tensions of the antebellum period, Anna
returned to north Florida, where she bought and sold land, sued white people in the courts, and became a
central figure in a free black community.  Such accomplishments by a woman in a patriarchal society are
fascinating in themselves. To have achieved them as a woman of color is remarkable.

Daniel L. Schafer is professor emeritus of history at the University of North Florida, Jacksonville.
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From reader reviews:

Tonya Deschamps:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill
your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read.
If you want to try look for book, may be the guide untitled Anna Madgigine Jai Kingsley: African Princess,
Florida Slave, Plantation Slaveowner can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Frank Johnson:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Anna Madgigine Jai
Kingsley: African Princess, Florida Slave, Plantation Slaveowner, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout
folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Bruce Mull:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Anna Madgigine Jai Kingsley: African Princess,
Florida Slave, Plantation Slaveowner was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that
book Anna Madgigine Jai Kingsley: African Princess, Florida Slave, Plantation Slaveowner has many kinds
or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel
that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel
happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.

Eugene Howard:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update
of news. With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Anna Madgigine Jai Kingsley: African Princess, Florida Slave, Plantation Slaveowner when you
required it?
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