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“A richly detailed study of the rise of the Bahá’í Faith in South Carolina. There isn’t another study out there
even remotely like this one.”—Paul Harvey, coauthor of The Color of Christ: The Son of God and the Saga
of Race in America
 
“A pioneering study of how and why the Bahá’í Faith became the second largest religious community in
South Carolina. Carefully researched, the story told here fills a significant gap in our knowledge of South
Carolina's rich and diverse religious history.”—Charles H. Lippy, coauthor of Religion in Contemporary
America
 
The emergence of a cohesive interracial fellowship in Jim Crow-era South Carolina was unlikely and
dangerous. However, members of the Bahá’í Faith in the Palmetto State rejected segregation, broke away
from religious orthodoxy, and defied the odds, eventually becoming the state’s largest religious minority.

The religion, which emphasizes the spiritual unity of all humankind, arrived in the United States from the
Middle East at the end of the nineteenth century via urban areas in the Northeast and Midwest. Expatriate
South Carolinians converted and when they returned home, they brought their newfound religion with them.
Despite frequently being the targets of intimidation, and even violence, by neighbors, the Ku Klux Klan, law
enforcement agencies, government officials, and conservative clergymen, the Bahá’ís remained resolute in
their faith and their commitment to an interracial spiritual democracy. In the latter half of the twentieth
century, their numbers continued to grow, from several hundred to over twenty thousand.

In No Jim Crow Church, Louis Venters traces the history of South Carolina’s Bahá’í community from its
early origins through the civil rights era and presents an organizational, social, and intellectual history of the
movement. He relates developments within the community to changes in society at large, with particular
attention to race relations and the civil rights struggle. Venters argues that the Bahá’ís in South Carolina
represented a significant, sustained, spiritually-based challenge to the ideology and structures of white male
Protestant supremacy, while exploring how the emergence of the Bahá’í Faith in the Deep South played a
role in the cultural and structural evolution of the religion. 
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From reader reviews:

Mindy Martinez:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This No Jim Crow Church: The Origins of South Carolina's Bahá'í Community
book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange
for enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.
The writer of No Jim Crow Church: The Origins of South Carolina's Bahá'í Community content conveys the
idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it
just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking No Jim Crow Church: The Origins of South
Carolina's Bahá'í Community is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Douglas Barney:

You can spend your free time to see this book this publication. This No Jim Crow Church: The Origins of
South Carolina's Bahá'í Community is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along
with soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make
you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.

Patricia Trevino:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of No Jim Crow Church: The Origins of South Carolina's
Bahá'í Community can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have issue
that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more
than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have No Jim Crow
Church: The Origins of South Carolina's Bahá'í Community.

Robert Shaw:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By book No Jim Crow Church: The Origins of South Carolina's Bahá'í Community we can get more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book No Jim
Crow Church: The Origins of South Carolina's Bahá'í Community. You can more appealing than now.
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