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Historians have long assumed that immigration to the United States was free from regulation until anti-Asian
racism on the West Coast triggered the introduction of federal laws to restrict Chinese immigration in the
1880s. Studies of European immigration and government control on the East Coast have, meanwhile,
focused on Ellis Island, which opened in 1892.

In this groundbreaking work, Hidetaka Hirota reinterprets the origins of immigration restriction in the United
States, especially deportation policy, offering the first sustained study of immigration control conducted by
states prior to the introduction of federal immigration law. Faced with the influx of impoverished Irish
immigrants over the first half of the nineteenth century, nativists in New York and Massachusetts built upon
colonial poor laws to develop policies for prohibiting the landing of destitute foreigners and deporting those
already resident to Europe, Canada, or other American states. These policies laid the foundations for federal
immigration law. By investigating state officials' practices of illegal removal, including the overseas
deportation of citizens, this book reveals how the state-level treatment of destitute immigrants set precedents
for the use of unrestricted power against undesirable aliens. It also traces the transnational lives of the
migrants from their initial departure from Ireland and passage to North America through their expulsion from
the United States and postdeportation lives in Europe, showing how American deportation policy operated as
part of the broader exclusion of nonproducing members from societies in the Atlantic world.

By locating the roots of American immigration control in cultural prejudice against the Irish and, more
essentially, economic concerns about their poverty in nineteenth-century New York and Massachusetts,
Expelling the Poor fundamentally revises the history of American immigration policy.
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From reader reviews:

Kurt Haney:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When
you read this Expelling the Poor: Atlantic Seaboard States and the Nineteenth-Century Origins of American
Immigration Policy, you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge
can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Randal Revilla:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your
free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read.
If you want to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Expelling the Poor: Atlantic Seaboard States
and the Nineteenth-Century Origins of American Immigration Policy can be excellent book to read. May be
it might be best activity to you.

Kerry Erdman:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Expelling the Poor: Atlantic
Seaboard States and the Nineteenth-Century Origins of American Immigration Policy which is obtaining the
e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Karen Nash:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide Expelling the Poor: Atlantic Seaboard States and the Nineteenth-Century Origins
of American Immigration Policy was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your
knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new book.
If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like



right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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