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When the U.S. Army drafted Elvis Presley in 1958, it quickly set about transforming the King of Rock and
Roll from a rebellious teen idol into a clean-cut GI. Trading in his gold-trimmed jacket for standard-issue
fatigues, Elvis became a model soldier in an army facing the unprecedented challenge of building a fighting
force for the Atomic Age.

In an era that threatened Soviet-American thermonuclear annihilation, the army declared it could limit
atomic warfare to the battlefield. It not only adopted a radically new way of fighting but also revamped its
equipment, organization, concepts, and training practices. From massive garrisons in Germany and Korea to
nuclear tests to portable atomic weapons, the army reinvented itself. Its revolution in warfare required an
equal revolution in personnel: the new army needed young officers and soldiers who were highly motivated,
well trained, and technologically adept. Drafting Elvis demonstrated that even this icon of youth culture was
not too cool to wear the army’s uniform.

The army of the 1950s was America’s most racially and economically egalitarian institution, providing
millions with education, technical skills, athletics, and other opportunities. With the cooperation of both the
army and the media, military service became a common theme in television, music, and movies, and part of
this generation’s identity. Brian Linn traces the origins, evolution, and ultimate failure of the army’s attempt
to transform itself for atomic warfare, revealing not only the army’s vital role in creating Cold War America
but also the experiences of its forgotten soldiers.
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From reader reviews:

William Gannaway:

The book Elvis's Army: Cold War GIs and the Atomic Battlefield make one feel enjoy for your spare time.
You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book Elvis's Army: Cold
War GIs and the Atomic Battlefield to become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your
current capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like
open and read a e-book Elvis's Army: Cold War GIs and the Atomic Battlefield. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Miguel Willis:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Elvis's Army: Cold
War GIs and the Atomic Battlefield. All type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Lillie Stein:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy
read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Elvis's Army: Cold
War GIs and the Atomic Battlefield is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Rocky Melvin:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the figures
do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Elvis's
Army: Cold War GIs and the Atomic Battlefield, you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.
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