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Film scholars and fans have used distinctive terms to describe the Classic Hollywood comedian: Heisa
"trickster," a"rebel," or a"buffoon." Y et the performer is almost always described asa"he." In Buffoon
Men: Classic Hollywood Comedians and Queered Masculinity, Scott Balcerzak reads the performances of
notable comedians such as W. C. Fields, Eddie Cantor, Jack Benny, Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy, Bert
Wheeler and Robert Woolsey, and Bud Abbott and Lou Costello through humor and queer theory to expose
aproblematic history of malenessin their personas. He argues that contrary to popular notions of Classic
Hollywood history, these male comedians rearranged or, at times, rejected heteronormative protocols.

Balcerzak begins by defining the particular buffoonish masculinity portrayed by early film comedians, a
gender and genre construct influenced by the cultural anxieties of the 1930s and '40s. In chapter 1, he
considers the onscreen pairing of W. C. Fields and Mae West to identify a queered sexuality and drag
personain Fields's performance, while in chapter 2 he examines the two major constructions of Fields's film
persona-the confidence man and the husband-to show Fields to be a conflicted and subversive figure. In
chapter 3, Balcerzak considers the assimilation and influence of Eddie Cantor as a Jewish celebrity, while he
turns to the cross-mediainfluence of Jack Benny's radio personain chapter 4. In Chapters 5 and 6, he moves
beyond the individual performer to examine the complex masculine brotherhood of comedy duos Laurel and
Hardy, Abbott and Costello, and Bert Wheeler and Robert Woolsey.

Buffoon Men shows that the complicated history of the male comedian during the early sound era has much
to tell us about multimedia comedic stars today. Fans and scholars of film history, gender studies, and
broadcast studies will appreciate Balcerzak's thorough exploration of the era's fascinating gender constructs.
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From reader reviews:
Joyce Adam:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
usto be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Wéll, probably you will need this Buffoon Men: Classic Hollywood Comedians and Queered Masculinity
(Contemporary Approachesto Film and Media Series).

Bess Malloy:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or info even
knowledge to make them keep up with the erawhich is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It isagood choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Buffoon Men: Classic Hollywood
Comedians and Queered Masculinity (Contemporary Approaches to Film and Media Series) is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Cheryl Alexander:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic asin the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Buffoon Men: Classic Hollywood Comedians and Queered
Masculinity (Contemporary Approaches to Film and Media Series) why because the amazing cover that
make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. Theinside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Jean Fair:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Buffoon Men: Classic Hollywood
Comedians and Queered Masculinity (Contemporary Approaches to Film and Media Series) or perhaps
others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would
like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
ebooks are hel ping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other
book likes Buffoon Men: Classic Hollywood Comedians and Queered Masculinity (Contemporary



Approaches to Film and Media Series) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this
one.
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