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The purpose of this book, says the author, is to show the effect of Indian medicinal practices on white
civilization. Actually it achieves far more. It discusses Indian theories of disease and methods of combating
disease and even goes into the question of which diseases were indigenous and which were brought to the
Indian by the white man. It also lists Indian drugs that have won acceptance in the Pharmacopeia of the
United States and the National Formulary.

The influence of American Indian healing arts on the medicine and healing and pharmacology of the white
man was considerable. For example, such drugs as insulin and penicillin were anticipated in rudimentary
form by the aborigines. Coca leaves were used as narcotics by Peruvian Indians hundreds of years before
Carl Koller first used cocaine as a local anesthetic in 1884. All together, about 170 medicines, mostly
botanical, were contributed to the official compendia by Indians north of the Rio Grande, about 50 more
coming from natives of the Latin-American and Caribbean regions.

Impressions and attitudes of early explorers, settlers, physicians, botanists, and others regarding Indian
curative practices are reported by geographical regions, with British, French, and Spanish colonies and the
young United States separately treated.

Indian theories of disease—sorcery, taboo violation, spirit intrusion, soul loss, unfulfilled dreams and
desires, and so on -and shamanistic practices used to combat them are described. Methods of treating all
kinds of injuries-from fractures to snakebite-and even surgery are included. The influence of Indian healing
lore upon folk or domestic medicine, as well as on the "Indian doctors" and patent medicines, are discussed.
For the convenience of the reader, an index of botanical names is provided, together with a wide variety of
illustrations. The disproportionate attention that has been given to the superstitious and unscientific features
of aboriginal medicine has tended to obscure its real contributions to American civilization.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Day:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman?
If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question
due to the fact just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need that American Indian Medicine (The
Civilization of the American Indian Series) to read.

Debbie Jones:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping American Indian Medicine (The
Civilization of the American Indian Series) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So ,
for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick American Indian Medicine (The
Civilization of the American Indian Series) become your own starter.

Tenesha Little:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon.
The American Indian Medicine (The Civilization of the American Indian Series) will give you a new
experience in reading through a book.

Matthew Hansen:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra American
Indian Medicine (The Civilization of the American Indian Series).
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