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Are mass violence and catastrophes the only forces that can seriously decrease economic inequality? To
judge by thousands of years of history, the answer is yes. Tracing the global history of inequality from the
Stone Age to today, Walter Scheidel shows that inequality never dies peacefully. Inequality declines when
carnage and disaster strike and increases when peace and stability return. The Great Leveler is the first book
to chart the crucial role of violent shocks in reducing inequality over the full sweep of human history around
the world.

Ever since humans began to farm, herd livestock, and pass on their assets to future generations, economic
inequality has been a defining feature of civilization. Over thousands of years, only violent events have
significantly lessened inequality. The "Four Horsemen" of leveling—mass-mobilization warfare,
transformative revolutions, state collapse, and catastrophic plagues—have repeatedly destroyed the fortunes
of the rich. Scheidel identifies and examines these processes, from the crises of the earliest civilizations to
the cataclysmic world wars and communist revolutions of the twentieth century. Today, the violence that
reduced inequality in the past seems to have diminished, and that is a good thing. But it casts serious doubt
on the prospects for a more equal future.

An essential contribution to the debate about inequality, The Great Leveler provides important new insights
about why inequality is so persistent—and why it is unlikely to decline anytime soon.
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From reader reviews:

James Crow:

The book The Great Leveler: Violence and the History of Inequality from the Stone Age to the Twenty-First
Century (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book
The Great Leveler: Violence and the History of Inequality from the Stone Age to the Twenty-First Century
(The Princeton Economic History of the Western World)? Several of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer
with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book The Great Leveler: Violence and the History of Inequality from the Stone Age to the Twenty-
First Century (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) has simple shape but the truth is
know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a reserve.
So it is very wonderful.

Jaime Leflore:

The ability that you get from The Great Leveler: Violence and the History of Inequality from the Stone Age
to the Twenty-First Century (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) will be the more deep
you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Great Leveler: Violence and the History of Inequality
from the Stone Age to the Twenty-First Century (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World)
giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go
along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having that The Great Leveler:
Violence and the History of Inequality from the Stone Age to the Twenty-First Century (The Princeton
Economic History of the Western World) instantly.

Kelly Thompson:

This book untitled The Great Leveler: Violence and the History of Inequality from the Stone Age to the
Twenty-First Century (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) to be one of several books
that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it.
You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher
of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.



Judith Craig:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Great Leveler: Violence
and the History of Inequality from the Stone Age to the Twenty-First Century (The Princeton Economic
History of the Western World) can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore
out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these textbooks have than the others?
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