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Faced with the BRCA mutation—the so-called “breast cancer gene”—one woman must answer the
question: When genetics can predict how we may die, how then do we decide to live?
 
Eleven months after her mother succumbs to cancer, Jessica Queller has herself tested for the BRCA gene
mutation. The results come back positive, putting her at a terrifyingly elevated risk of developing breast
cancer before the age of fifty and ovarian cancer in her lifetime. Thirty-four, unattached, and yearning for
marriage and a family of her own, Queller faces an agonizing choice: a lifetime of vigilant screenings and a
commitment to fight the disease when caught, or its radical alternative—a prophylactic double mastectomy
that would effectively restore life to her, even as it would challenge her most closely held beliefs about body
image, identity, and sexuality.
 
Superbly informed and armed with surprising wit and style, Queller takes us on an odyssey from the frontiers
of science to the private interiors of a woman’s life. Pretty Is What Changes is an absorbing account of how
she reaches her courageous decision and its physical, emotional, and philosophical consequences. It is also
an incredibly moving story of what we inherit from our parents and how we fashion it into the stuff of our
own lives, of mothers and daughters and sisters, and of the sisterhood that forms when women are united in
battle against a common enemy.
 
Without flinching, Jessica Queller answers a question we may one day face for ourselves: If genes can map
our fates and their dark knowledge is offered to us, will we willingly trade innocence for the information that
could save our lives?
 
Praise for Pretty Is What Changes
 
“By turns inspiring, sorrowful and profoundly moving. Queller’s sense of humor and grace transform the
most harrowing of situations into a riveting and heartfelt memoir.”—Kirkus Reviews
 
“Seamless and gripping. Readers will be rooting for Queller and her heroic decision to confront her genetic
destiny.”—Publishers Weekly
 
“Jessica Queller gives us a warm, chilling, unflinching look at her personal journey of survival with style.
The ending will surprise you. Her prescience is astounding. Her courage is inspirational. Brava
Jessica!”—Marisa Acocella Marchetto, author of Cancer Vixen
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From reader reviews:

Warren Johnson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Pretty Is What Changes: Impossible Choices, the Breast Cancer Gene, and
How I Defied My Destiny. Try to the actual book Pretty Is What Changes: Impossible Choices, the Breast
Cancer Gene, and How I Defied My Destiny as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when
you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for yourself. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the
book. So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Larry Witcher:

Here thing why this Pretty Is What Changes: Impossible Choices, the Breast Cancer Gene, and How I Defied
My Destiny are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it
depends in the content from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Pretty Is What Changes:
Impossible Choices, the Breast Cancer Gene, and How I Defied My Destiny giving you information deeper
and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar with Pretty Is What
Changes: Impossible Choices, the Breast Cancer Gene, and How I Defied My Destiny. It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is probably can
be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home by
train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Pretty Is What
Changes: Impossible Choices, the Breast Cancer Gene, and How I Defied My Destiny in e-book can be your
substitute.

Diane Merryman:

The ability that you get from Pretty Is What Changes: Impossible Choices, the Breast Cancer Gene, and How
I Defied My Destiny could be the more deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more
you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Pretty Is What
Changes: Impossible Choices, the Breast Cancer Gene, and How I Defied My Destiny giving you excitement
feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by
anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes
your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of Pretty Is What Changes: Impossible Choices, the
Breast Cancer Gene, and How I Defied My Destiny instantly.

Phyllis Walters:

The book untitled Pretty Is What Changes: Impossible Choices, the Breast Cancer Gene, and How I Defied



My Destiny contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method.
The language is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item.
The book was authored by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of time of literary works.
It is possible to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read
the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up
their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.
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