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This groundbreaking book presents a critical introduction to the cultural and political dimensions of
contemporary Chinese cinema. Leading Western and Chinese scholars trace the changing dynamics of
Chinese film culture since the early 1990s as it moves away from underground and toward independence in
the new century. Yet as the rich case studies illustrate, the sheer variety of alternative film culture itself
provides sufficient opportunities for different—at times contradictory—configurations of cinematic products.
Drawing on vigorous interdisciplinary scholarship, the book investigates the objects of its study from various
methodological perspectives, ranging from historical and literary to sociological and ethnographic. In
addition to offering critical readings of specific texts, this book explores alternative film culture through
personal interviews, on-site observations, and media interrogations, from traditional print media to the visual
media of film, television, and video, including the new digital media of the Internet. The contributors also
consider the flourishing independent documentary filmmaking scene, highlighting a crucial part of
alternative film that has been previously obscured by an almost exclusive attention on the fifth- and sixth-
generation directors of fictional movies. With its fresh and knowledgeable analysis of Chinese underground
and independent filmmaking, this book will be essential reading for all those interested in a society caught
between socialism and global currents.

Contributions by: Chris Berry, Jim Cheng, Valerie Jaffee, Matthew David Johnson, Tonglin Lu, Chen Mo,
Seio Nakajima, Paul G. Pickowicz, Zhiwei Xiao, and Yingjin Zhang.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Powell:

The book From Underground to Independent: Alternative Film Culture in Contemporary China
(Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable
more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with
your subject. If you can make examining a book From Underground to Independent: Alternative Film
Culture in Contemporary China (Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) to be your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like start and read a e-book From Underground to Independent: Alternative Film Culture in
Contemporary China (Asia/Pacific/Perspectives). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Sharon Hollars:

This From Underground to Independent: Alternative Film Culture in Contemporary China
(Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) usually are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The
main reason of this From Underground to Independent: Alternative Film Culture in Contemporary China
(Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just
simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge.
This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and
printed ones. Beside that this From Underground to Independent: Alternative Film Culture in Contemporary
China (Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Michael Stein:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely indeed.
People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare
time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read is usually
From Underground to Independent: Alternative Film Culture in Contemporary China
(Asia/Pacific/Perspectives).

Donna Salerno:

From Underground to Independent: Alternative Film Culture in Contemporary China
(Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that
straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy



to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing From Underground to Independent:
Alternative Film Culture in Contemporary China (Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) however doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This
great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.
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