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From prehistoric times, mankind has looked up at the night sky, and puzzled at the changing positions of the
stars. How far away they are is a question that has confounded scientists for centuries. Over the last few
hundred years, many scientific careers – and considerable resources – have been devoted to measuring their
positions and motions with ever increasing accuracy. And in the last two decades of the 20th century, the
European Space Agency developed and launched the Hipparcos satellite, around which this account
revolves, to carry out these exacting measurements from space.What has prompted these remarkable
developments? Why have governments been persuaded to fund them? What are scientists learning from
astronomy's equivalent of the Human Genome Project? This book traces the subject's history, explains why
such enormous efforts are considered worthwhile, and interweaves these with a first-hand insight into the
Hipparcos project, and how big science is conducted at an international level. The involvement of amateur
astronomers, and the Hipparcos contributions to climate research, ‘death stars' passing close to the Sun, and
the search for extra-solar planets and even intelligent life itself, are some of the surprising facets of this
unusual space mission.
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From reader reviews:

Rodolfo Rodgers:

In other case, little persons like to read book The Making of History's Greatest Star Map (Astronomers'
Universe). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important a book The Making of History's Greatest Star Map (Astronomers' Universe). You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book
you can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or
maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's go through.

Fidel Auxier:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide The Making of History's Greatest Star Map
(Astronomers' Universe) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if
you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored.
It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book
with you?

Mary Parker:

The guide with title The Making of History's Greatest Star Map (Astronomers' Universe) has a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist
new information the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now.
That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read
this anywhere you want.

Nicholas Valles:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Making of History's Greatest Star
Map (Astronomers' Universe) publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty
The Making of History's Greatest Star Map (Astronomers' Universe) as good book not merely by the cover
but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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