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What happens when a baby is born with “ambiguous” genitalia or a combination of “male” and “female”
body parts? Clinicians and parents in these situations are confronted with complicated questions such as
whether a girl can have XY chromosomes, or whether some penises are “too small” for a male sex
assignment. Since the 1950s, standard treatment has involved determining a sex for these infants and
performing surgery to normalize the infant’s genitalia. Over the past decade intersex advocates have
mounted unprecedented challenges to treatment, offering alternative perspectives about the meaning and
appropriate medical response to intersexuality and driving the field of those who treat intersex conditions
into a deep crisis. Katrina Karkazis offers a nuanced, compassionate picture of these charged issues in Fixing
Sex, the first book to examine contemporary controversies over the medical management of intersexuality in
the United States from the multiple perspectives of those most intimately involved.

Drawing extensively on interviews with adults with intersex conditions, parents, and physicians, Karkazis
moves beyond the heated rhetoric to reveal the complex reality of how intersexuality is understood, treated,
and experienced today. As she unravels the historical, technological, social, and political forces that have
culminated in debates surrounding intersexuality, Karkazis exposes the contentious disagreements among
theorists, physicians, intersex adults, activists, and parents—and all that those debates imply about gender
and the changing landscape of intersex management. She argues that by viewing intersexuality exclusively
through a narrow medical lens we avoid much more difficult questions. Do gender atypical bodies require
treatment? Should physicians intervene to control the “sex” of the body? As this illuminating book reveals,
debates over treatment for intersexuality force reassessment of the seemingly natural connections between
gender, biology, and the body.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Dunlap:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Fixing Sex: Intersex, Medical Authority, and Lived Experience
book is readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you.
The writer connected with Fixing Sex: Intersex, Medical Authority, and Lived Experience content conveys
the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written
content but it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Fixing Sex: Intersex, Medical
Authority, and Lived Experience is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Mona Savoy:

The actual book Fixing Sex: Intersex, Medical Authority, and Lived Experience will bring that you the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new
book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book Fixing Sex: Intersex, Medical Authority, and
Lived Experience is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from official web
site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Ladonna Warren:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
Fixing Sex: Intersex, Medical Authority, and Lived Experience the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
just about every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe you
never get just before. The Fixing Sex: Intersex, Medical Authority, and Lived Experience giving you another
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life within this
era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased
when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting
spare time activity?

Samantha Bond:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a book you
can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Fixing Sex: Intersex, Medical Authority, and Lived Experience offer you a new experience in examining a
book.
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