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The powerful thesis of this book is that in order to achieve full selfhood we must all repeatedly and endlessly
kill the phantasmatic image of ourselves instilled in us by our parents. We must all combat what the author
calls “primary narcissism,” a projection of the child our parents wanted. This idea—that each of us carries as
a burden an unconscious secret of our parents, a hidden desire that we are made to live out but that we must
kill in order to “be born”—touches on some of the fundamental issues of psychoanalytic theory. Around it,
the author builds an intricate analysis of the relation between primary narcissism and the death drive.

Each of the book’s five chapters begins with one or more case studies drawn from the author’s clinical
experience as a psychoanalyst. In these studies he links his central concern—the image of the child created
by the unconscious desire of the parents—to other issues, such as the question of love, the concept of the
subject, and the death drive. In the penultimate chapter, on transference, the author challenges the
commonplace understanding of the analyst’s impassivity. What does such impassivity imply, especially in
the context of a “transferential love” between a female patient and a male analyst? In replying to this
question, the author forcefully reassesses the relation of psychoanalysis to femininity, to the question “What
does a woman want?”

Serge Leclaire’s overarching thesis leads to a provocative rereading of the Oedipal configuration. Leclaire
suggests that he is inhabited, pursued, haunted, and debilitated by the child who should have died in order
that Oedipus might have been born into life.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Killough:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This A Child Is Being Killed: On Primary Narcissism and the Death Drive
(Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics) book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the
details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge
that want to give to you. The writer connected with A Child Is Being Killed: On Primary Narcissism and the
Death Drive (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics) content conveys the idea easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking A Child Is Being Killed: On Primary Narcissism and the Death Drive (Meridian:
Crossing Aesthetics) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Sherry Spears:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be A Child Is Being Killed: On Primary Narcissism and
the Death Drive (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics) why because the amazing cover that make you consider in
regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

David Lau:

This A Child Is Being Killed: On Primary Narcissism and the Death Drive (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics)
is new way for you who has attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting
deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading
this A Child Is Being Killed: On Primary Narcissism and the Death Drive (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics)
can be the light food in your case because the information inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone.
These books develop itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact
form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So
you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also
knowledge.

Irvin Ehlers:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book A Child Is Being Killed: On
Primary Narcissism and the Death Drive (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics) to make your personal reading is



interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book and examine it. Beside that the
publication A Child Is Being Killed: On Primary Narcissism and the Death Drive (Meridian: Crossing
Aesthetics) can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're
doing of these time.
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