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Richard Alley, one of the world's leading climate researchers, tells the fascinating history of global climate
changes as revealed by reading the annual rings of ice from cores drilled in Greenland. In the 1990s he and
his colleagues made headlines with the discovery that the last ice age came to an abrupt end over a period of
only three years. Here Alley offers the first popular account of the wildly fluctuating climate that
characterized most of prehistory--long deep freezes alternating briefly with mild conditions--and explains
that we humans have experienced an unusually temperate climate. But, he warns, our comfortable
environment could come to an end in a matter of years.

The Two-Mile Time Machine begins with the story behind the extensive research in Greenland in the early
1990s, when scientists were beginning to discover ancient ice as an archive of critical information about the
climate. Drilling down two miles into the ice, they found atmospheric chemicals and dust that enabled them
to construct a record of such phenomena as wind patterns and precipitation over the past 110,000 years. The
record suggests that "switches" as well as "dials" control the earth's climate, affecting, for example, hot
ocean currents that today enable roses to grow in Europe farther north than polar bears grow in Canada.
Throughout most of history, these currents switched on and off repeatedly (due partly to collapsing ice
sheets), throwing much of the world from hot to icy and back again in as little as a few years.

Alley explains the discovery process in terms the general reader can understand, while laying out the issues
that require further study: What are the mechanisms that turn these dials and flip these switches? Is the earth
due for another drastic change, one that will reconfigure coastlines or send certain regions into severe
drought? Will global warming combine with natural variations in Earth's orbit to flip the North Atlantic
switch again? Predicting the long-term climate is one of the greatest challenges facing scientists in the
twenty-first century, and Alley tells us what we need to know in order to understand and perhaps overcome
climate changes in the future.
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From reader reviews:

Audrey Stockman:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book The Two-Mile Time Machine
will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about anything.
But some of you think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you
fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

James Jernigan:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along
with soon. The The Two-Mile Time Machine provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.

Eddie Patten:

This The Two-Mile Time Machine is brand-new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information
since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or else
you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Two-Mile Time Machine can be the light food in your
case because the information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in the
form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book
form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this!
Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.

John Sherman:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. In
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search
of the The Two-Mile Time Machine when you required it?
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