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When J. Edgar Hoover declared Herbert Aptheker "the most dangerous Communist in the United States," the
notorious FBI director misconstrued his true significance. In this first book-length biography of Aptheker
(1915–2003), Gary Murrell provides a balanced yet unflinching assessment of the controversial figure who
was at once a leading historian of African America, radical political activist, literary executor of W. E. B. Du
Bois, and lifelong member of the American Communist Party. Although blacklisted at U.S. universities,
Aptheker published dozens of books, including the groundbreaking American Negro Slave Revolts (1943)
and the monumental seven-volume Documentary History of the Negro People (1951–1994). He also edited
four volumes of the correspondence and unpublished writings of Du Bois, an achievement that Eric Foner,
writing in the New York Times Book Review, called "a milestone in the coming of age of Afro-American
history."

As Murrell shows, Aptheker the historian was inseparable from Aptheker the leading Communist Party
intellectual, polemicist, and agitator. During the 1960s, his ability to rouse and inspire both black and white
student radicals made him one of the few Old Leftists accepted by the New Left. Aptheker had joined the
CPUSA during its heyday in the 1930s, convinced that only through the party's leadership could fascism be
defeated and true liberation be achieved: he ended his affiliation five decades later in 1991 after the collapse
of socialism in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe.

In an afterword, Bettina Aptheker adds to Murrell's narrative by illuminating her mother Fay's vital
contributions to her father's work and by affirming the particularly devastating challenges of life in a family
dedicated to radical political and social change.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Cornejo:

The knowledge that you get from The Most Dangerous Communist in the United States": A Biography of
Herbert Aptheker is the more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get
considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but The Most Dangerous
Communist in the United States": A Biography of Herbert Aptheker giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood through anyone who
read that because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this The Most Dangerous Communist in the
United States": A Biography of Herbert Aptheker instantly.

Fernando Levering:

This book untitled The Most Dangerous Communist in the United States": A Biography of Herbert Aptheker
to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication
you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order
it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Mark Hart:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this The Most Dangerous
Communist in the United States": A Biography of Herbert Aptheker.

Suanne Barnwell:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This specific The Most Dangerous Communist in the United States": A
Biography of Herbert Aptheker can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you
have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have The Most
Dangerous Communist in the United States": A Biography of Herbert Aptheker.
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