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Richard Eldridge explores the ability of dense and formally interesting literature to respond to the
complexities of modern life. Beyond simple entertainment, difficult modern works cultivate reflective depth
and help their readers order and interpret their lives as subjects in relation to complex economies and
technological systems. By imagining themselves in the role of the protagonist or the authorial persona,
readers become immersed in structures of sustained attention, under which concrete possibilities of
meaningful life, along with difficulties that block their realization, are tracked and clarified.

Literary form, Eldridge argues, generates structures of care, reflection, and investment within readers,
shaping—if not stabilizing—their interactions with everyday objects and events. Through the experience of
literary forms of attention, readers may come to think and live more actively, more fully engaging with
modern life, rather than passively suffering it. Eldridge considers the thought of Descartes, Kant, Adorno,
Benjamin, Stanley Cavell, and Charles Taylor in his discussion of Goethe, Wordsworth, Rilke, Stoppard, and
Sebald, advancing a philosophy of literature that addresses our desire to read and the meaning and
satisfaction that literary attention brings to our fragmented modern lives.
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From reader reviews:

Brandon Huff:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you possess when
the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
actually Literature, Life, and Modernity (Columbia Themes in Philosophy, Social Criticism, and the Arts).

Lorraine Woodward:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind expertise or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need
more time to be learn. Literature, Life, and Modernity (Columbia Themes in Philosophy, Social Criticism,
and the Arts) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those short free
time problems.

Carl Melton:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that.
What you are related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some
books. One of several books in the top collection in your reading list is Literature, Life, and Modernity
(Columbia Themes in Philosophy, Social Criticism, and the Arts). This book that is qualified as The Hungry
Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you
can get many advantages.

Louella Rape:

You will get this Literature, Life, and Modernity (Columbia Themes in Philosophy, Social Criticism, and the
Arts) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if
you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed
but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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