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Contemporary law and public policy often treat human beings as selfish creatures who respond only to
punishments and rewards. Yet every day we behave unselfishly--few of us mug the elderly or steal the paper
from our neighbor's yard, and many of us go out of our way to help strangers. We nevertheless overlook our
own good behavior and fixate on the bad things people do and how we can stop them. In this pathbreaking
book, acclaimed law and economics scholar Lynn Stout argues that this focus neglects the crucial role our
better impulses could play in society. Rather than lean on the power of greed to shape laws and human
behavior, Stout contends that we should rely on the force of conscience.

Stout makes the compelling case that conscience is neither a rare nor quirky phenomenon, but a vital force
woven into our daily lives. Drawing from social psychology, behavioral economics, and evolutionary
biology, Stout demonstrates how social cues--instructions from authorities, ideas about others' selfishness
and unselfishness, and beliefs about benefits to others--have a powerful role in triggering unselfish behavior.
Stout illustrates how our legal system can use these social cues to craft better laws that encourage more
unselfish, ethical behavior in many realms, including politics and business. Stout also shows how our current
emphasis on self-interest and incentives may have contributed to the catastrophic political missteps and
financial scandals of recent memory by encouraging corrupt and selfish actions, and undermining society's
collective moral compass.

This book proves that if we care about effective laws and civilized society, the powers of conscience are
simply too important for us to ignore.
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From reader reviews:

Fred Ashman:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this
Cultivating Conscience: How Good Laws Make Good People.

Robert Wallace:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer could be Cultivating Conscience: How Good Laws Make Good People why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.

Gregory Sowers:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. That Cultivating Conscience: How Good Laws Make Good
People can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have factor that they
don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you
to get success. This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more
than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Cultivating Conscience: How
Good Laws Make Good People.

Ruth Little:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of
news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just looking for the Cultivating Conscience: How Good Laws Make Good People when you necessary it?
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