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What drives politics in dictatorships? Milan W. Svolik argues that all authoritarian regimes must resolve two
fundamental conflicts. First, dictators face threats from the masses over which they rule - this is the problem
of authoritarian control. A second, separate challenge arises from the elites with whom dictators rule - this is
the problem of authoritarian power-sharing. Crucially, whether and how dictators resolve these two problems
is shaped by the dismal environment in which authoritarian politics takes place: in a dictatorship, no
independent authority has the power to enforce agreements among key actors and violence is the ultimate
arbiter of conflict. Using the tools of game theory, Svolik explains why some dictators, such as Saddam
Hussein, establish personal autocracy and stay in power for decades; why leadership changes elsewhere are
regular and institutionalized, as in contemporary China; why some dictatorships are ruled by soldiers, as
Uganda was under Idi Amin; why many authoritarian regimes, such as PRI-era Mexico, maintain regime-
sanctioned political parties; and why a country's authoritarian past casts a long shadow over its prospects for
democracy, as the unfolding events of the Arab Spring reveal. When assessing his arguments, Svolik
complements these and other historical case studies with the statistical analysis of comprehensive, original
data on institutions, leaders, and ruling coalitions across all dictatorships from 1946 to 2008.
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From reader reviews:

Cindy Martin:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book The Politics of Authoritarian Rule (Cambridge
Studies in Comparative Politics). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we
know about how is important some sort of book The Politics of Authoritarian Rule (Cambridge Studies in
Comparative Politics). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know
that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can
utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Hyacinth Mills:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you
is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Politics of Authoritarian Rule (Cambridge
Studies in Comparative Politics) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Denice Cooke:

This The Politics of Authoritarian Rule (Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics) usually are reliable for
you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Politics of
Authoritarian Rule (Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics) can be on the list of great books you must
have is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that perhaps will
shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Politics of Authoritarian Rule
(Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and
revel in reading.

Jose Scott:

The publication untitled The Politics of Authoritarian Rule (Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics) is
the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown
to anyone. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Politics of Authoritarian Rule
(Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.
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