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What is the connection between May Day and the Statue of Liberty? Between ancient solstice fires and
Fourth of July fireworks? Between St. Valentine, the Groundhog, and the Virgin Mary? Why do people
behave so bawdily during Mardi Gras? How has the significance and celebration of Christmas changed over
the centuries?
In The Book of the Year, Anthony Aveni offers fascinating answers to these questions and explains the many
ways humans throughout time have tried to order and give meaning to time's passing. Aveni traces the
origins of modern customs tied to seasonal holidays, exploring what we eat (the egg at Easter, chocolate on
St. Valentine's Day), the games we play (bobbing for apples on Halloween, football on Thanksgiving), the
rituals we perform (dancing around the Maypole, making New Year's resolutions), and the colorful cast of
characters we invent to dramatize holidays (Santa Claus, the Easter Bunny, the witches and goblins of
Halloween). Along the way, Aveni illuminates everything from the Jack 'O Lantern and our faith in the
predictive power of animals to the ways in which Labor Day reflects the great medieval "time wars," when
the newly invented clock first pitted labor against management. The calendar and its holidays, Aveni writes,
function as "a kind of metronome that keeps the beat of human activity tuned to the manifold overlapping
cycles of life," to the ebb and flow of birth, growth, decay, and death
Vividly written, filled with facts both curious and astonishing, this engrossing book allows us to hear that
beat more clearly and to understand more fully the rhythms we all dance to throughout the year.
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From reader reviews:

Dorathy Byers:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't wish
do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Book of the Year: A Brief History of
Our Seasonal Holidays. All type of book would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Phyllis Force:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Book of the Year: A Brief
History of Our Seasonal Holidays guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book
that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question The Book of the Year:
A Brief History of Our Seasonal Holidays as good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is
one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to
pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to
a different sixth sense.

Christine Emmons:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find
publication that need more time to be read. The Book of the Year: A Brief History of Our Seasonal Holidays
can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Elizabeth Morris:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims The Book of
the Year: A Brief History of Our Seasonal Holidays.
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