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Shojo manga are romance comics for teenage girls. Characterized by a very dense visual style, featuring
flowery backgrounds and big-eyed, androgynous boys and girls, it is an extremely popular and prominent
genre in Japan. Why is this genre so appealing? Where did it come from? Why do so many of the stories
feature androgynous characters and homosexual romance? Passionate Friendship answers these questions by
reviewing Japanese girls’ print culture from its origins in 1920s and 1930s girls’ literary magazines to the
1970s “revolution” shojo manga, when young women artists took over the genre. It looks at the narrative and
aesthetic features of girls’ literature and illustration across the twentieth century, both pre- and postwar, and
discusses how these texts addressed and formed a reading community of girls, even as they were informed
by competing political and social ideologies.

The author traces the development of girls’ culture in pre–World War II magazines and links it to postwar
teenage girls’ comics and popular culture. Within this culture, as private and cloistered as the schools most
readers attended, a discourse of girlhood arose that avoided heterosexual romance in favor of “S
relationships,” passionate friendships between girls. This preference for homogeneity is echoed in the
postwar genre of boys’ love manga written for girls. Both prewar S relationships and postwar boys’ love
stories gave girls a protected space to develop and explore their identities and sexuality apart from the
pressures of a patriarchal society. Shojo manga offered to a reading community of girls a place to share the
difficulties of adolescence as well as an alternative to the image of girls purveyed by the media to boys and
men.

Passionate Friendship’s close literary and visual analysis of modern Japanese girls’ culture will appeal to a
wide range of readers, including scholars and students of Japanese studies, gender studies, and popular
culture.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Ford:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Passionate Friendship: The
Aesthetics of Girl's Culture in Japan will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence
if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you
bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal
book with you?

Michelle Porter:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important for us. The book Passionate Friendship: The Aesthetics of Girl's Culture in Japan
seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is
very advantages for you. The e-book Passionate Friendship: The Aesthetics of Girl's Culture in Japan is not
only giving you a lot more new information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend
your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book Passionate
Friendship: The Aesthetics of Girl's Culture in Japan. You never experience lose out for everything if you
read some books.

Nancy Sena:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Passionate Friendship: The Aesthetics of Girl's
Culture in Japan guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism Passionate
Friendship: The Aesthetics of Girl's Culture in Japan as good book not just by the cover but also from the
content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another
sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you
have to listening to another sixth sense.

Lois Schooley:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source this filled update of news.
Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
in search of the Passionate Friendship: The Aesthetics of Girl's Culture in Japan when you essential it?
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